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Revisualizing Columbia:

College unveils 5-year Strategic Plan

The 40-page document breaks the
Strategic Plan’s objectives into six
main goals: Student Success, A 21stCentury Curriculum, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Community Engagement, Optimizing Enrollment,
and Aligning Resources with Goals.
Feedback aggregated by the college during the Fall 2014 Semester was analyzed and translated
into a preliminary list of objectives and action items, according
to the draft. A four-person writing
team then compiled the first draft,
which the college’s Strategic Planning Steering Committee and Kim
reviewed before its release to the
college community.

JACOB WITTICH
Campus Editor
THE CREDO “REDEFINING Greatness”

introduced by President and CEO
Kwang-Wu Kim in September
2013 is more than the college’s
motto. It’s a call to action for Columbia’s administrators.
The Office of the Provost has unveiled a first draft outlining a fiveyear Strategic Plan for the college.
The plan suggests major changes, including establishing a campus center,
major revision of the curricula, the
creation of six new administrative
positions and a call for a hiring and
workforce reduction plan.
Following seven months of discussion, analysis and writing, the

draft plan was presented to the college on March 23, beginning a twoweek comment period ending April
7 for students, faculty, staff, alumni
and community members to share
feedback on the plan on the college’s Civic Commons website.
“When you commit to a process
that is very open and inclusive, you
don’t really know what kind of feedback you’re going to get, so you don’t
know what you’re going to end up
with at the draft stage,” Kim said.
“There are a lot of bold things in this
plan. I’m hopeful because it calls out
many big things that we need to do
to push our college to the next level.”

xx SEE PLAN, PG. 9
Andrea Cannon THE CHRONICLE

Agreement with Harrington
College may net 360 students

Mass buyout brings
workforce reductions
JACOB WITTICH
Campus Editor
AS PART OF the college’s ongoing efforts to reduce expenses, the administration is offering its first mass faculty and staff buyout program.
According to Michelle Gates,
CFO and vice president of Business
Affairs, 73 faculty and 61 staff members are eligible to participate in
the Voluntary Separation Incentive
Program, a buyout program that
offers one year of annual full-time
salary at base pay to those agreeing
to terminate their employment by
the college, effective June 30.
Announced in a March 31 email
from Gates and Stan Wearden, vice
president and provost, to faculty
and staff, VSIP is offered to tenured,
full-time faculty who have been

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE

xx SEE BUYOUT, PG. 9

Harrington College of Design, 200 W. Madison
St., will discontinue operations by August 2018.

Founded in 1931, Harrington
College of Design offers students
degrees in design-related programs.
The college made the decision to
discontinue operations as a result of increasing financial deficits
caused by years of continuous declines in enrollment and increased
regulatory burdens facing private
colleges, according to the email.
“It’s sad that we’re having to
make a decision to teach-out our
campus,” said Jim McCoy, vice
president of operations at Harrington. “When you have to make a
decision like the one that was made
at Harrington, it’s great to have
such an option to provide.”
Kwang-Wu Kim, Columbia’s president and CEO, said the decision to
partner with Harrington was made

SAM VINTON

Campus Reporter

PENDING ACCREDITOR AND regulatory

approval, Columbia will open its
doors to up to 360 students from
Harrington College of Design.
Stan Wearden, senior vice
president and provost, said in an
April 1 collegewide email that the
college intends to enter an agreement with Harrington, which will
discontinue its operations in August 2018. The agreement will give
Harrington students in bachelor
degree programs the opportunity
to complete their programs at Columbia while other students will
continue their enrollment with
Harrington within Columbia’s environment.

because of curricular similarities
between the two colleges. The primary areas that will be affected are
the Art + Design and Photography
departments, Kim said.
“Harrington has a long, very illustrious history, so at least there
was some possibility of a logical
connection,” Kim said. “We never
would have pursued [the partnership] if it was with an institution
that didn’t have any important similarities because that just wouldn’t
have been responsible.”
Kim said that Columbia would
benefit from the Harrington students, many of whom will be arriving with already significantly
developed skills.

xx SEE HARRINGTON, PG. 10
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Two weeks not
enough
CHANGE IS INEVITABLE. It is how

change is delivered that makes the
difference.
On March 23, the first day of
Spring Break, the office of the
Provost unveiled the first “draft”
of The Strategic Plan to the college
community, just as students fled
for warmer climates or the chance
to visit home. It generally yielded positive responses, garnering
praise for its vision of the future.
In its entirety, The Strategic
Plan offers some pretty bold and
transformative ideas. Several
among them are great additions to
the college and create the opportunity for Columbia to be more
competitive against other colleges
both in reputation and with prospective students.
The most positive objectives are
the creation of a student center—
an overdue addition that could
help foster collaboration between
students—and a centralized internship office—a move that would
enable students to explore possible
career options outside of their
declared major.
Admittedly, I was enamored
with the Strategic Plan and was
disappointed that my graduation
would fall before such wide-sweeping and institutional changes were
implemented.
But then I realized, I’m not really
missing those changes. Despite
being designated as a “draft,” harbingers of the new budgeting process, the eradication of First-Year
Seminar and workforce reductions
are all occurring.
As my staff interviewed sources
from across campus—administra-

tors, faculty, staff and students—it
became increasingly evident that
despite the predominantly rosy
comments displayed on Civic Commons regarding the future, there
is an undercurrent of fear to speak
out about the plan because of possible reprisal. The several names
featured in campus-related articles
are overshadowed by the numerous
campus community members who
declined to comment because they
are afraid that their jobs, programs
or already eviscerated budgets are
in even more danger.
As disturbing as this revelation
was, the most bothersome news this
week is the demise of the OneTribe
Scholars, a program that awarded 10
students with stipends for the work
they completed as ambassadors
to the multicultural community. A
statement from Kimberly Weatherly, director of Multicultural Affairs,
indicated that OneTribe would
be shifting its focus and instead
act as a student organization with
financial support from the Office of
Multicultural Affairs.
Those affected by what appears
to be a casualty of the massive
budget cuts declined to be identified—several echoing sentiments
about fear of reprisal discussed by
other sources for other stories—
but their displeasure and anger
is evident, and it is also on the
Civic Commons website. The only
benefit of restructuring OneTribe
as a student organization is that it
eliminates the stipends and shifts
the financial burden from Multicultural Affairs to the Student Organization Council, which assumes
in large part the financial responsi-
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bility of student organizations. The
college’s commitment to diversity
is somewhat weakened in light of
the change, and it is unfortunate
that it occurs the same week the
college advertises a new Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion office.
What happened to OneTribe
isn’t unexpected, though. Departments, offices and centers were
forced to make difficult financial
decisions, most of which remain
hidden or unknown. The culture of
fear that is permeating the campus
is keeping different campus groups
from talking about the real state of
the college.
It is increasingly evident that
the Strategic Plan represents a
divide. Some view it as a promise
of a more effective Columbia.
Others see some of its facets as a
desecration of the spirit of Columbia. What is most apparent is that
two weeks of feedback, especially
when one of those weeks largely precluded response from the
largest group of participants, is
not sufficient in giving the campus
community enough time to digest
the radical, proposed changes.
Before presenting the document to the Board of Trustees in
late April as planned, the administration should really consider
extending or reopening the feedback phases to get a more accurate
picture of how Columbia feels.
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College takes part in first
online LGBTQ college fair
MEGAN BENNETT
Campus Reporter
LIVING UP TO its reputation as a

gay-friendly college, Columbia,
along with 50 other U.S. colleges,
participated in the first-ever online
college fair geared specifically toward LGBTQ students.
The March 19 event registered
more than 500 participants and connected them with college representatives in a chat room-like forum.
Rebby Kern, media communications and programs manager at the
Charlotte, North Carolina-based
organization Campus Pride, said her
organization has hosted LGBTQ college fairs in the past, but this is the
first time they tried a digital version.
“We wanted to give folks in a
more rural area more access to find

LGBT-friendly colleges,” Kern said.
“To find the schools, we reached out
to all of the schools that have participated for all of the years in our
physical fair, and the online fair was
a way to reach those rural students
and give colleges another opportunity to come out as LGBT-friendly,
give access and reach out to students one-on-one.”
Campus Pride’s goal was to have
50 colleges and universities participate in the event in March and she
was excited to see so many colleges
willing to take the step to show
their inclusivity, Kern said.
It is important for colleges to
make an institutional commitment
to actively seek out LGBTQ students, Kern said.

xx SEE LGBTQ, PG.10

Courtesy BRIANNE BOLIN
Brianne Bolin, an adjunct professor in the English Department, founded PrecariCorps, an organization that provides financial support to other adjunct
professors across the country. Bolin was featured in the December issue of Elle magazine, in which she detaile her life as a financially struggling professor.

Columbia professor starts up support
group for financially strapped adjuncts
SAM VINTON
Campus Reporter
AS AN ADJUNCT professor in the En-

COURTESY CAMPUS CLIMATE INDEX

glish Department, Brianne Bolin
makes $4,700 for every course she
teaches per semester. The payment
barely pays her monthly bills, leaving little money to grow her savings.
In a country where 76 percent
of college professors are non-tenure track, Bolin’s story is the norm.
According to the American Association of University Professors,
adjunct professors in the United
States make an average of $2,700
per three-credit course.
In response to the growing number of financially struggling adjunct
professors, Bolin, a single mother,
saw the need for a support network.
With the help of Joseph Fruscione, a former adjunct professor
at Georgetown University, Bolin
founded PrecariCorps, an organization dedicated to providing financial support to adjunct professors
through donations, in January.
Bolin, who was featured in a December 2014 Elle article titled, “The
Hypereducated Poor,” founded PrecariCorps following the support she
experienced in response to the article. Soon after the story was published, she received a life-changing
phone call in the college’s adjunct
faculty office: an anonymous donor
wanted to give her $5,000, pay off
her debt and help give Bolin and her
son a nice Christmas.
“When this woman called and she
got the check to my son and I, it had
the effect intended and we had a really amazing winter break,” she said.
Inspired by the kindness of this

stranger—and at least 10 others
who gave donations of used work
clothing, checks and gift cards—
Bolin said she wanted to see what
she could do to encourage donors to
give what they could to help other
adjuncts in need.
“There are people who want to
give when they can, especially if
certain stories resonate with them
personally,” Bolin said. “I just wanted to provide that same reprieve
from stress for other adjuncts.”
Though the organization was
founded three months ago, it has already helped three adjunct professors through donations, Bolin said.
Miranda Merklein, a former adjunct professor at Northern New
Mexico College and Santa Fe Community College in New Mexico, was
one of the individuals who received
aid from PrecariCorps. At one
point, Merklein was teaching up to
seven classes each semester and
struggling to buy groceries despite
having a Ph.D. in English.
“[Receiving the money] meant
that I could eat,” Merklein said. “I
had literally been living on airplane
peanuts for two days.”
While students view breaks as a
reprieve from stress, Bolin said that
it is often the most burdensome time
for adjunct faculty who do not earn
a paycheck during those weeks. Often adjuncts will not see their next
paycheck until weeks after the next
semester has begun, she said.
“Summer months tend to be the
worst for adjuncts because they’re
often not teaching,” Fruscione said.
“Or if they do, maybe they have one
class, so they have to make $3,000–
4,000 last an entire summer.”

With rent to pay, pending student
loan payments and other expenses,
Fruscione said when he was an adjunct, summers were his least favorite time of the year.
“It was just constant worry and
constant anxiety, which I know is
shared by a lot of people who are
currently adjuncts,” Fruscione said.
In response to this issue, PrecariCorps is launching a major
push in donations for the coming
summer months. Fruscione said
the organization is in the process
of planning different fundraising
strategies and outlets.
Fruscione said PrecariCorps
plans to write letters to as many
major scholarly organizations as
possible to remind them of the
amount of adjuncts teaching in
higher education.
PrecariCorps was granted tax-exempt status from the IRS on March
9, something that Fruscione and
Bolin said they hope will encourage
more people and organizations to
donate money.
The main goal of PrecariCorps
is to provide financial help to as
many adjuncts as possible, but
the organization also serves as a
way to spread awareness of some
of the issues that affect faculty in
contingent positions.
“We’re hoping to help people
along the way, but we’re also here to
send a message,” Bolin said. “We’re
in a crisis here. We are in need of
charitable assistance because our
schools simply aren’t designing
working conditions that are conducive to having a stable career.”
svinton@chroniclemail.com
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Dance Center captures sensation of movement
LAUREN KOSTIUK
Campus Reporter
THE DANCE CENTER will present “Dance
and Photography,” an evening of
choreography and performances by
Doron Raz and Idan Porges, a pair of
Israeli artists-in-residence visiting
through the Schusterman Foundation this spring.
The 8 p.m. April 11 performance
at the center, 1306 S. Michigan
Ave., will include four short pieces
choreographed by Raz and Porges
and showcase performances by Hadar Katz, Anna Long and the Dance
Center’s Spring 2015 Repertory
Performance Workshop class.
“Off Stage,” a special Israeli
dance photography exhibition created by Raz’s husband, Ascaf, will
be unveiled before the 7 p.m. show.
In his work, he challenges choreographers to take their dance off
the stage and captures moving angles of the dancers’ bodies in different environments.
“We are all interested in research
about movement and quality on
stage,” Raz said. “Nothing is political. It is mainly about the sensation
of movement. I think this is what
brings the evening together.”
The event will exhibit four pieces that all connect in their own
way, Raz said, noting that the first
piece is the students’ animalistic
piece of nature that displays “moving tension and the dangerous

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Spring 2015 Repertory Performance Workshop students rehearse a piece choreographed by Doron Raz, a visiting Israeli artist-in-residence, for the April 11 performance.

sensation of hunting.” The following piece will be Raz’s solo performance, inspired by the research
of movement and space in nature.
The next piece is a love-inspired
duet choreographed by Porges called “Too Hard to Handle.”
The final piece is “Women of the
World,” inspired by various world
cultures and the way women’s bodies move and dance together.
“It’s about going back to the
original natural feel of everything,”
said senior dance major Troinetta
Burse. “Like how you move, how
you move on the stage and how you
are naturally there.”

The Repertory Performance
Workshop students meet three
times a week for the class, according to Anna Levy, a junior dance
major. They spent a third of the beginning of their semester mastering
and perfecting Raz’s “gaga”-style
piece—a new type of dancing style
emphasizing body awareness—to
be performed as a piece for the students’ spring finale, Levy said.
Raz instructs the student dancers not only to watch the animals
and mimic their motions, but also to
bring the sensation of what they are
feeling to the stage and to the central
connection of the group, Levy said.

“There [are] 12 of us, and being
able to connect with everyone all the
time can be challenging,” Levy said.
“But once we get it, you can feel it. It
is very exciting.”
At the event, the students will
have the privilege to perform and
interact with many professionals in
the dance industry who are faculty,
and are visiting dancers from different parts of the world.
“It’s an amazing opportunity,”
Burse said. “It gets you ready for the
real world. You get to see the process,
and that is one thing I appreciated.”
For most of the student performance, the dancers do not acknowl-

edge that they are being watched and
act like a pack of animals. At the end
of the piece, they dramatically look
out into the audience to acknowledge the crowd, according to Levy.
“I am really proud of the collaboration we have as a group,” Levy
said. “I think that we all work really well together. It’s going to be
good that we can all connect on the
same level.”
Raz said the photography exhibit was created to add another layer
to the evening. Ascaf’s goal was to
escape the stage and enter a new
world with choreographers that
pulls together the meaning of dance
and photography as one, Raz said.
“It’s less about the dance world,
[and] it’s more about the story and
the experience of location [for]
each piece,” Raz said.
It took Ascaf 10 years to compile
a collection of his works and the
works of other Israeli photography
companies, according to Raz.
“I feel like the pictures will really
bring out the animal sense, and the
audience will be able to see what
the goal is,” Levy said.
Raz said she looks forward to the
audience experiencing an evening
of thought-provoking art and organic, coherent pieces.
Tickets for the “Dance and Photography” event are available on the
Dance Center’s website.
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Music Department Events

230 S. Wabash, Chicago, IL 60604
312-427-5580•800-421-1899

M-F: 8:30am-5:30pm
SAT: 8:30am-5pm

Offering and teaching the “gifts” of photography
since 1899- “115 years”

5% EXTRA DISCOUNT

for students, teachers and
faculty on most supplies

Monday April 6
Conor Fortune Senior Recital
Wednesday April 8
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series
at the Conaway*
Columbia Jazz: The Giving Trio & Combo 1*
at Brasserie by LM, 800 S. Michigan
Friday April 10
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*
Piano Forum at the Sherwood*
Jazz Forum*
Jennifer Manske Senior Recital
CADRE Spring Concert at the Sherwood
Saturday April 11
Open House at the Music Department*

7:00 pm
12:00 pm
5:30 pm

12:00 pm
12:00 pm
2:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
11 am - 3 pm

* Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit

Full service photographic store. Combines helpful and
knowledgeable salespeople to satisfy your needs.
www. centralcamera.com
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In the heart of downtown Chicago.
Now Leasing for Summer and Academic Year.
Visit TourTheBuck.com to schedule a personal walkthrough.

LARGE FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENTS
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FREE PRINTING CENTER
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SPECTACULAR LAKE AND CITY VIEWS
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ON-SITE MANAGEMENT

POWERFUL WIFI

FITNESS CENTER

LOCATED IN YOUR COLLEGE COMMUNITY

59 EAST VAN BUREN • CHICAGO, IL 60605 • 312.496.6200
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Students help show go on with Lupe Fiasco nonprofit
MEGAN BENNETT
Campus Reporter
SOME MARKETING STUDENTS will receive a real-life “Superstar” experience this semester.
“Agency,” an 11-year-old class
in the Communication and Media
Innovation Department that pairs
marketing students with local and
national organizations, has found
a client in M.U.R.A.L., a nonprofit
founded by rapper Lupe Fiasco.
M.U.R.A.L., formerly known
as the Lupe Fiasco Foundation,
approached the college for assistance in its rebranding efforts and
creation of a marketing plan, said
Ayesha Jaco, Fiasco’s sister and
co-founder and executive director
of M.U.R.A.L.
Jaco, a 2007 alumna with a master’s degree in arts management,
said she learned about an opportunity to work with the students
through the college’s Center for
Community Arts Partnerships.
“It just so happened in the
midst of our urgent rebrand, we
were able to come on board with
the ad agency class to not only assist with rebranding but with our
marketing plan and a few other
operational things that we needed
assistance with,” Jaco said.
Jaco said the desire to rebrand
the organization, which included
changing the name to M.U.R.A.L.,
an acronym for Magnifying Urban

Realities and Affecting Lives, came
from wanting Fiasco’s philanthropic work to mirror the development
that is happening within his career.
“We wanted to expand our face
of the organization where traditionally Lupe has been the face and
it was built around the time of his
budding career as a musician,” Jaco
said. “He is [now] transitioning into
many other things. We wanted the
foundation to move in that way.”
Beth Rockman, a senior marketing commnications major who
is working with M.U.R.A.L. in the
agency class as the team’s account
manager, said it was interesting to
see how the organization wants to
refocus on building a community
in Chicago.
“Initially, the draw was his name,
but when we found out they were
doing the rebrand it switched it up
a little bit and we realized the foundation is actually offering a lot more
than just the Lupe Fiasco name,”
Rockman said.
The course has given students
an opportunity to practice their
skills before graduating and setting out into the job market, according to senior marketing communications major Paul Abood.
“Of course [the benefit of this
class] is working with real clients, but it is also being able to
both succeed and also fail before
it really matters,” Abood said.
“Of course we are working for a

grade here but hopefully a couple months or years from now we
are going to be working for a real
agency where we have already
failed that [or] done that. This is a
good crash course for us.”
Jewell Donaldson, a marketing communications major who
is working with M.U.R.A.L., said
students are given the opportunity
to experience the real expectations
and demands of clients and how to
comply with them.
Donaldson said Columbia is a good
fit for Fiasco’s nonprofit because its
students are the target audience the
organization is trying to reach.
“We are representing very
much so the target demographic
not only as far as where people
come from that they are trying
to help, but also the people they
are trying to support,” Donaldson
said. “We are the ones that feed
into this organization for the future as they grow.”
Jaco said not only is this partnership a win-win for the organization as well as the students in
the class, but the real-life experience this agency setting offers
sets Columbia apart from other
marketing programs.
“[The agency course is] definitely a unique piece [of the department], and it says to potential
or prospective students that they
will walk away with experience
that will propel them to serve

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Students Paul Abood and Jewell Donaldson help rebrand Lupe Fiasco’s nonprofit organization in “Agency,” a
class in the Communication and Media Innovation Department that works with clients on their marketing needs.

an organization—whether it is
for-profit or nonprofit,” Jaco said.
“It’s a great enhancement for the
Columbia experience.”
The course gives students the
opportunity to address different
marketing needs for nonprofit organizations, said Laurence Minsky,
an associate professor in the Communication and Media Innovation
Department who teaches the class.
“It’s real projects for real clients at the pace of a real agency,”
Minsky said.
Minsky said other colleges and
universities have similar agen-

cy-setting classes, but Columbia’s
course has remained unique from
the others by addressing larger issues and working with high-profile
organizations in the past, including the Chicago Fire Department,
the Respiratory Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago and
now Fiasco’s nonprofit.
“We are handling bigger clients
than other agency courses at other schools,” he said. “I think that
is one of the things that sets this
course apart.”
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

WEDNESDAY APRIL 8, 2015
FILM ROW CINEMA, 1104 S WABASH
8TH FLOOR

RECEPTION 5:30 PM
SCREENING 6 PM
AWARDS PRESENTATION FOLLOWS
FREE ADMISSION

Cinema Art + Science
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Comedy night series takes on April Fools’
LAUREN KOSTIUK
Campus Reporter
COMEDY STUDIES STUDENTS came to-

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Ethan Burk, a junior theatre major, expresses his hate for celebrating birthdays on April 11 during “Wise Ass,” the
college’s comedy night series hosted at the HAUS in the 623 S. Wabash Ave. Building.

gether to celebrate April Fools’ Day
with hours of jokes and laughter at
“Wise Ass,” the college’s open mic
comedy night series.
The event, held April 1 at the
HAUS in the 623 S. Wabash Ave.
Building, was hosted by the Student Programming Board and the
Business & Entrepreneurship
Department’s “Club Practicum”
class. It was headlined by Chicago
comedian Tristan Triptow. Ten
comedians and improv acts performed routines on topics such as
relationships, sex, jobs, birthdays
and music.
Sydney Back, a sophomore theatre major, emceed the event and
noting it was the first time she has
hosted a stand-up gig.
“It was a really fun show,” Back
said. “The crowd was really into
what was happening, which was
nice. All the comedians did really
well. I don’t think anybody bombed.”
Back, who has been involved in
comedy for three years, said she
participated in a Columbia comedy
show last fall.
To prepare for the show, Back
wrote comedy bits and planned the
crowd work she wanted to do. She
said she was nervous before hitting
the stage but was able to feed off of
the audience’s enthusiastic energy.

SFS FINANCIAL
HOLDS BEGAN
ON MARCH 9TH
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Two friends, sophomore theatre
majors Joey Panelli and William
Walton, performed an improv act
together. They asked the audience
to name a location, and someone
suggested a bakery shop. The performers described their act as a
learning experience in a donut
shop between an owner and his
young employee.
Panelli and Walton, who were
performing together for the first
time in front of an audience, said
they were both nervous before hitting the stage, especially because
nothing was planned.
“Right before I go on stage, I
freak out a little bit because literally anything could come out of my
mouth, and it could be a success or
a complete disaster,” Panelli said.
Junior theatre major Ethan Burk
said he has not been doing stand-up
lately and wanted to jump back into
it after spending a lot of time writing in his room. Recently having
turned 20, Burk made jokes about
how he hates celebrating birthdays
and birthday parties.
“The truest part of comedy is
truth,” Burk said. “When you do
something that you really connect
with and really feel, that is when
you get something truly unique.”
Burk has previously performed
at three Wise Ass events and said
he was happy with how successful
this performance turned out compared to others.

“Stand-up is one of the most
terrifying things in the entire
world because you are the actor,
the director and the writer,” Burk
said. “So everything could just go
wrong, but when you do well, it’s
the biggest high.”
Anjel Lopez, president of the Student Programming Board and a senior business & entrepreneurship
major, said the group puts on these
events to help students get real-life
experiences and give them a place
to show off their talent.
“I think it is a really good practice
for the improv and comedian students to have the opportunity to do
something a little bit different than
a pre-programmed show,” Lopez
said. “I don’t think there are a lot
of opportunities for them besides
clubs and things like that.”
Lopez said she would like to see
more improv groups come out and
perform at Wise Ass because they
bring flare.
“I think tonight went really well,”
Lopez said. “We had a really good
turnout, everything stayed pretty
steady and the comedy was good
quality compared to other times
I’ve seen it.”
The Business & Entrepreneurship Department’s “Club Practicum” class will host three more
comedy series before the end of
the year.
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com

If an SFS Financial Hold was recently placed on
your account you were notified via LoopMail.
Be sure to resolve any holds in order to avoid
account restrictions. For more information on
potential restrictions visit the Financial Holds
section at colum.edu/payeridentities.
If you are unsure how to resolve a Financial Hold,
please contact SFS so we can assist. You can
contact SFS at 866.705.0200 or by dropping into
the office in person.
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The first goal focuses on the
college’s commitment to student
success, outlining objectives that
encourage student exploration, increased graduation and retention
rates and career preparation.
“Underlying much of what is in
the plan is our desire to improve student success,” said Stan Wearden,
vice president and provost, in an
email. “To me, this comes down to
two essentials: A successful student
is one who completes a degree in as
timely a manner as possible and who
leaves the college prepared for a lifetime of rewarding employment.”
The plan calls for the college to
increase its freshman-to-sophomore retention rate from 71 to 80
percent and its six-year graduation
rate from 42.9 to 50 percent.
Additional objectives outlined
in the Student Success section include tightening admissions selectivity, redefining the first-year experience, developing a Declaration
of Major process, creating a centralized internship coordinator office and creating a campus center to
house all student support services
and foster student interactions.
Peter Carpenter, an associate
professor in the Dance Department
and president of the Faculty Senate,
served on the Strategic Planning
Steering Committee and said the call
for a central location for all student
support services stood out to him.
“I would love that so much,”
Carpenter said. “There are other
institutions that do a much better
job of that than we do. Even as I’m
advising majors and registration
advising, I think it’s sometimes
hard for me to always know where
to direct [students]. I’m an expert
who’s been here for nine years, so if

I’m struggling, then I can’t imagine
what it’s like as a student trying to
navigate that terrain.”
The second goal is to develop curricula that align with forthcoming
learning outcomes for all students.
This process will entail reorganizing academic departments and
schools, revising curricula, introducing new major/minor combinations and expanding graduate and
online education opportunities.
Suzanne Blum Malley, interim
dean of the School of Liberal Arts &
Sciences, also served as a member
of the Strategic Planning Steering
Committee and was a member of the
plan’s four-person writing group. She
was most excited about the call to develop universal learning objectives.
“[It’s a way to show] what we all
agree [on] across the board, [that]
every student here has to leave
knowing, understanding, being able
to do [and being] aware of,” Blum
Malley said. “It opens up the kinds of
things we do in the School of Liberal
Arts & Sciences [and shows] that the
core curriculum doesn’t happen just
here, it happens everywhere.”
Wearden said it is important
that every student develops strong
business and technology skills, a
priority Kim set for the college in
his White Paper, an essay outlining
Kim’s perceived institutional priorities, released May 7, 2014.
The third goal is designed to
strengthen the college’s commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion, the chief objective being the
formation of a Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion Committee and hiring a
vice president to oversee the efforts.
“We have begun to define what
it means to be diversity leaders,”
Wearden said in the email. “That
brings focus to a goal many colleges
have but don’t fully understand.”
This includes using trained

search committees to increase the
hiring of a more diverse faculty and
setting standards that will embed
diversity into the college’s core and
major curricula.
Despite the efforts to strengthen
the college’s commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion, Brian Martin, a senior cultural studies major,
said having a new vice president of
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion position is not the proper approach to
fostering diversity on campus.
“[Diversity and inclusion] are
about non-hierarchical approaches,” Martin said. “So when they try
to have this dialogue about diversity, equity and inclusion, and their
solution is to pull it up higher in the
administrative ladder and isolate it
in one position, it doesn’t seem like
an appropriate solution.”
The fourth goal strives to deepen ties to Chicago and capitalize
on the college’s status as an urban
campus. To promote community
engagement at Columbia, objectives include reviewing the Center
for Community Arts Partnerships,
forming an Office of Community
Engagement and identifying key
contacts for community engagement partnerships. A community
engagement course designation
will also be created to embed the
practice into curricula.
“One of our greatest assets is our
location in the heart of one of the
greatest cities in the world, and we
really haven’t taken advantage of
that,” said Erin McCarthy, associate
chair of the Humanities, History &
Social Sciences Department. “There
are so many cultural institutions
and partners that we can tap into
with that, and [I love] the idea of using the city as our campus.”
The fifth goal of the Strategic
Plan is optimizing enrollment,
which includes increasing and sta-

bilizing enrollment across the college through improvements in its
marketing strategy, financial aid response and strengthened transfer,
graduate and international student
recruitment pipelines.
Objectives include hiring a new
associate vice president of Enrollment Services, determining the
college’s optimum enrollment size,
increasing admissions selectivity,
hiring a vice president of Strategic
Marketing and Communications
and growing enrollment in terms of
transfer, graduate, continuing education and international students.
The plan also calls for the consideration of developing satellite campuses in other continents, such as
Europe, Asia or South America.
“No college today can continue
to thrive without deep expertise
in marketing and brand management,” Wearden said.
The last goal is aligning resources with goals, which includes determining institutional priorities and
ensuring the college is spending its
money efficiently.
Objectives outlined in the sixth
goal include creating a new, responsibility-centered budget model, consolidating certain services throughout the college, generating new and
diverse revenue streams, hiring a
new chief information officer, creating a three- to five-year strategic
hiring and workforce reduction plan
and strengthening the Office of Development and Alumni Relations.
Diana Vallera, an adjunct professor in the Photography Department
and president of Columbia’s PartTime Faculty Union, said she is concerned community input regarding
the Strategic Plan does not matter to
the administration because parts of
the plan have already begun implementation despite it being a draft.
“The Strategic Plan is really a

xx BUYOUT

have been employed at the college
for at least 10 years and are at least
62 years old. VSIP is also offered
to full-time staff members who
have worked at least 20 years at the
college and who will be at least 55
years old as of Aug. 31.
“We certainly have identified
that we need to bring into alignment our resources and expenditures, and personnel are our largest
expense category,” Gates said.
As reported March 30 by The
Chronicle, more than two-thirds of
the college’s expenditures are allocated to instructional departments,
including the cost of compensating
faculty and staff.
According to Paula Epstein, a reference/instruction librarian, this is
the first mass faculty and staff buyout offered by the college, although
individual buyouts have been conducted in the past.
Gates said the overall goal of the
program is to save the college money through a reduction in personnel. Gates said that even if some of
the positions opened from participation in the program were filled,
it would still create a savings for
the college.
“We would anticipate that a
certain portion of those positions
would be replaced...but it’s com-

Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE
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mon that you would replace it at a
lower-level position so that it would
have some longer-term impact for
us financially,” Gates said.
Several faculty and staff members
have asked Gates to consider implementing a mass faculty and staff
buyout program, Gates said.
Peter Carpenter, an associate
professor in the Dance Department and president of Faculty
Senate, said there was an initiative
to create a mass buyout program
during the Spring 2014 Semester
when Louise Love was serving
as the interim provost. Howev-

er, the initiative was halted when
Wearden assumed the position in
the Fall 2014 Semester.
In addition to one year of annual full-time salary, benefits of the
VSIP include compensation for unused vacation for staff, the continuation of tuition waivers—discounted tuition for employees, their
spouses and children through Aug.
31, 2016—and the continuation of
health, dental and life insurance
coverage until Sept. 30.
According to an anonymous
source, many members of the college are considering the program.

“There are a couple considerations as to whether or not to take
it,” the source said. “The big one is
insurance because the benefits are
a problem. They’re only giving several months on that.”
Health insurance would only
continue for an additional three
months for participants of the program, some of whom could be under
the age of 65—the required age to
qualify for Medicaid.
According to Gates, participants
of the program can continue their
health insurance through COBRA
after the three-month period ends.

smokescreen that’s presenting the
illusion that faculty and students
are involved in creating a vision for
Columbia,” Vallera said. “The real
Strategic Plan is already being implemented. It’s being unfolded in front
of us. We see this happening with
the firing of the faculty in the FirstYear Seminar program, the complete
elimination of the First-Year Seminar, departments that have collapsed
and increasing class sizes.”
According to Wearden, parts of
the plan that have already been implemented are those that are most
urgent, and community feedback
will still be taken into account when
developing the final draft of the plan.
“Things we have already begun to
act on are issues that have urgently
needed to be addressed for the good
of the college and issues, I believe,
that most people have recognized as
needing to be addressed,” Wearden
said. “The actions we have taken
will put us in a far better position
next year to begin implementation
of the Strategic Action Plan. We
cannot remain inactive on the most
urgent issues while we discuss future action.”
Feedback on the first draft of the
Strategic Plan closes April 7. Feedback gathered from the Civic Commons website regarding the draft
will be incorporated into the plan to
be presented to Kim and his cabinet
before the plan is finalized and sent
to the Board of Trustees at the end
of April.
“I’m enthusiastic that the college
has embraced the process,” Kim
said. “I understand we’re moving
fast, but my sense is that people
get why. Even if we’re moving fast,
we’re not going to abandon the idea
that we’ve got to maintain an open
dialogue about what we’re doing.”
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
“We wanted to try to be generous with people in this transition
because there are a lot of different
factors to consider, but it became
financially unfeasible for us to offer
more than that,” Gates said.
The anonymous source said an
alternate consideration influencing the decision to participate is
the possibility of another buyout
program being offered in the future with longer insurance benefits.
Gates said the college currently has
no plans to implement another buyout plan in the future.
According to Gates, workforce
reductions are a priority of the college. The first draft of the Strategic
Plan calls for the creation of “3–5
year strategic hiring and workforce
reduction plans, including buyouts
for faculty and staff.” Gates said the
VSIP aligns with this goal.
The anonymous source said possible participants must consider
whether the next phase of workforce reductions would result in
layoffs and firings without the benefits offered in the buyout program.
Those interested in applying
for the VSIP must do so by May 5,
and their last day of work will fall
on June 30. Faculty and staff who
accept a buyout cannot be re-employed in a full-time position for
three academic years.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
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“We want students at Columbia
to be working with as many different people as possible,” he said. “It
will be a benefit just because we’ll
have some new voices present.”
According to an FAQ document
included in the collegewide email,
Columbia could also receive up to
$5 million in transfer student tuition, which will be used to cover
the costs of educating the students.
The announcement has been
made, but the agreement is contingent on approval from the Higher
Learning Commission. Both insti-

xx LGBTQ

Continued from pg. 3

“In order for a college to come out
as LGBT-friendly, they have to make
an institutional commitment to
students, and that’s more than just
having an LGBTQ student organization,” Kern said. “Having programs
in place such as focusing on recruitment and retention and attending
the college fair for a school is the
best way to say, ‘Yes, we are recruiting LGBT students, and we’re doing
it because we care about them.’”
Patrick Fahy, director of Admissions, said the college has participated in multiple Campus Pride
fairs for several years. The college’s
Office of Admissions makes conscious efforts to seek out LGBTQ
students as part of its diversity outreach, Fahy said.

tutions are accredited by the HLC
and have notified staff at the organization of the intended agreement with the hope to obtain approval in mid-June.
Also included in the document
were further details of the submit-

ted plan, under which students in
Harrington’s bachelor’s programs
will be able to enroll in the same
program offered by Columbia and
receive transferable credit. Students who are within a year of
graduation will have the option to

We’re excited to have this
opportunity for bachelor
students to continue on.”
— Jim McCoy
“We are the most diverse art
school in the country, and that includes diversity in every form or
fashion, and that’s what we talk
about,” Fahy said. “Most people,
when they regard or reference diversity, they are talking about African-American or Hispanic students
thinking that makes them a diverse
population, but we consider all diverse populations: socio-economic,
political points of view, sexual orientation, religious affiliation.”
Jessica Paul, a sophomore journalism major and a member of
Common Ground, the college’s
LGBTQ student organization, said
she hopes the online fair attracts
more students to the college.
It is crucial for the college to find
students through these kinds of college fairs and inform them about the
support they can receive from the
campus community, Paul said.

“We advertise the arts, the majors and the city, but to know there
are resources for LGBT students
is very crucial when deciding on a
school,” Paul said. “For some people, it’s maker or breaker because
they want to know they’ll be supported when they come here.”
Although Paul found support
through Common Ground, she said
she hopes the Office of Admissions
will take the time to inform prospective students about the college’s LGBTQ resources more often during the application process
in the future.
“I did feel supported, but there
could have been a lot more advertisement and backup from the school,”
Paul said. “To hear that they participated in the fair is very inspiring. It’s
a step in the right direction.”
Fahy said it is the college’s goal
to speak about the school’s dif-
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finish their studies at Columbia
but receive their degree and diploma from Harrington.
Harrington’s master’s and associate degree programs will be
involved in a “teach out,” meaning
Harrington faculty will relocate to
Columbia facilities to allow students to complete their respective programs. Associate’s degree
students will also be given the opportunity to enroll in a Columbia
bachelor’s program of the same or
similar discipline.
“The team there [at Columbia]
has been very forefront in helping
us work through that, not only with
communication back and forth, but

also by working with our regulatory
bodies cooperatively,” McCoy said.
The influx of transfer students
could raise questions about the
impact it will have on Columbia departments, specifically Art
+ Design and Photography. The
FAQ document stated that class
sizes will not face any increases.
Instead, the college will add more
sections of popular courses and
hire additional faculty to accommodate them if needed.
“We’re excited to have this opportunity for bachelor students to
continue on,” McCoy said.

ferent aspects of diversity when
recruiting students.
“We include [diversity] in our
pitch at Columbia to talk about
why you would like to come to Columbia,” Fahy said. “We tell you
about the inclusivity and how it
inextricably links to our mission.
Inclusivity is who we are and any
constituent would love to hear
that. When we talk to students,
we talk about that as part of the
Columbia experience.”
The idea of creating an Office
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
was introduced for the Fall 2015
Semester in the first draft of the
Strategic Plan created by the college’s administration. Fahy said he
could see the Office of Admissions
working with this new office in the
future, and Paul said she would
also completely support the creation of this new office.

Kern said Campus Pride hopes
to have an online college fair next
year because of the success of the
first one. She said she wants the
organization to continue helping students in their search for
LGBTQ-friendly schools.
When institutions show they are
supportive of their LGBTQ students, they are more likely to succeed academically, Kern said.
“If [LGBTQ students] can bring
their full self to campus, they’ll
feel better about themselves and
thrive in school,” Kern said. “It’s
not the responsibility of the student to teach the school how to
be LGBT-friendly. Their job is to
go there and learn and do the best
that they are able. Those campuses help facilitate that and help
students flourish.”

svinton@chroniclemail.com

mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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Co-captains determined to bring softball to Columbia
been a great way to meet people
who share the same interests and
said being at an arts school does not
mean students are against sports.
Knox said the team would have
been up and running for the Spring
2015 Semester, but progress was
slowed by paperwork and the process of becoming a recognized team.
One of the biggest challenges
that the captains are facing is trying
to get players to stay committed for
the fall, Knox said. The team needs
nine players in order to play in the
league, and the captains are trying
to amass the numbers so nothing
prevents the team from competing
during the Fall 2015 Semester.
“By the time we were recognized,
we were looking into leagues that
we wanted to join, and it was too
late to sign up,” Knox said. “The
league [we found] starts in September and hosts games year-round.”

NANCY COOPER
Sports & Health Reporter
IT TAKES TIME, dedication and determination to create a sports team
at a college that focuses on the arts
more than sports.
Softball team captains Alexis
Knox, a sophomore advertising major, and Ally Durbin, a sophomore
art + design major, began assembling the girls-only softball team
last fall, and the team is now officially recognized an Renegades team.
“When we first heard the Renegades wanted to start a softball
team, we were both on the same
page of wanting to play again,”
Durbin said. “Even though Columbia isn’t a sports-oriented school,
it’s been rewarding so far because
we have encountered girls who
feel the same way. They want to get
back into playing softball and doing
something they love.”
Knox said starting the team has

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Columbia’s softball team, now officially recognized by the Renegades, conducts practice April 2 at Roosevelt University’s Goodman Center, 501 S. Wabash Ave.

xx SEE SOFTBALL, PG. 17

Study assigns value to math, science homework
MAX GREEN

Sports & Health Editor
USING HOMEWORK AS a tool to rein-

force what students are taught in
school is a convention as old as the
classroom itself. However, what
homework sessions should look
like is less of a settled topic.
A new study published March 16
by the American Psychological Association’s Journal of Educational
Psychology analyzed the math and
science homework habits of more
than 7,000 Spanish students to determine the frequency, time and effort dedicated to homework as well
as how often students required help
to complete the work.
The researchers concluded that
how homework is done is a much
more critical factor in academic performance than how much
homework is assigned.
“One of the most important results we observed with this data
i s
that the relationship between homework and
academic performance
is not linear,” said
Javier Suárez-Álvarez, co-author

MONDAY, APRIL 6

of the paper and a Ph.D. student at
The University of Oviedo in Spain.
“Sometimes the most effective is
not the most efficient.”
According to Suárez-Álvarez,
students who spent 60–70 minutes
on mathematics and science homework experienced the most benefit.
Although more time spent did result
in better performance, the returns
diminished exponentially after 90
minutes. However, the researchers
found that it was not uncommon for
some students to be assigned closer to two hours of homework per
night, almost double the minimum
effective dose.
“Of course your results will improve a little bit by spending more
time on homework, but we observed that the benefit you’re going
to obtain is so small,” Suárez-Álvarez said. “The optimal time is
around an hour.”
Suárez-Álvarez said the difficulty level involved and whether or
not students require help tackling
the assignments is a much more
important factor in academic success. The tendency was that students who worked independently
with minimal help from parents or

TUESDAY, APRIL 7

teachers to complete their assignments scored in a higher percentile
on standardized tests.
“Research in the psychological and scientific literature about
self-regulated learning establishes that the main key to developing
self-regulated learning is to work
through problems on your own,”
Suárez-Álvarez said. “If we can get
teachers to assign homework regularly and systematically, we can
give students the opportunity to
work autonomously and develop
the skills to manage and handle the
homework—the problems, the situations—by themselves.”
This means the homework being assigned must rest somewhere
between being challenging enough
to keep students engaged and motivated to complete it, yet not too
difficult that they are stumped and
cannot reach the answers without
consistently asking for help. According to Andy Isaacs, a senior
research associate in the physical
sciences division and director of
the Center for Elementary Mathematics and Science Education at
the University of Chicago, this is a
challenging balance to achieve.

“This is, I would say, the dominant paradigm for how you teach
mathematics: You take a problem,
show the student how to solve it
and then practice a bunch of problems using the same method,” Isaacs said. “This is essentially a very
passive thing. The kids aren’t really
autonomous because they’re taking
the method that the teacher showed
them and they’re imitating it. What
we’ve found in our work is that one
huge shortcoming of this method is
in real life, if you get a problem, it
isn’t preceded by a teacher showing
you how to solve it.”
People tend to think of mathematics and science education
as eternal and unchanging, but
researchers are constantly learning new things about how people learn, Isaacs said. Textbooks
and curricula need to incorporate
the latest findings in order to be
the most effective, and determining the proper “how” elements of
homework assignments such as
amount and frequency is not only a
constantly moving target, but also
one that requires specialization
for students of different ages and
learning abilities.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8

Diane Briars, president of the National
Council of Teachers
of Mathematics, said
having research that contradicts commonly held beliefs
about math education is sometimes
met with resistance from an educational system built on long-held
learning standards.
“This study talks about how it’s
not necessary to assign huge quantities of homework, but it’s important that assignments are systematic and regular,” Briars said. “We’ve
known this. This has been the result of research for a long time. People strongly believe that if I want
to learn something, I have to give
you a lot of practice all at once. It’s
going to make more sense if you do
500 problems better than only 10
spread out over time.”
However, there is data that suggests working in a collaborative
setting does hold benefits for learning and retaining information from
homework, Briars said. Having the
opportunity to analyze how others
arrive at answers and the process

xx SEE MATH, PG. 17

SATURDAY, APRIL 11

Chicago White Sox
vs. Kansas City Royals

Chicago Cubs
vs. St. Louis Cardinals

Chicago Bulls
vs. Miami Heat

Chicago Blackhawks
vs. Colorado Avalanche

Time : 3:10 p.m.
Place : Ewing M. Kauffman Arena
Where to watch : CSC

Time : 7:05 p.m.
Place : Wrigley Field
Where to watch : WGN

Time : 7 p.m.
Place : American Airlines Arena
Where to watch : TNT

Time : 8 p.m.
Place : Pepsi Center
Where to watch : WGN
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Opening Day exiled to Wrigley Field
IT’S HARD ENOUGH to catch a home
run ball, and it’s even harder to
catch one in the middle of a
construction zone.
It’s too bad this is the inconvenient truth that is the Chicago
Cubs—one disappointment after
another ... and another.
But there’s no need to attack
the Cubs for a fault of the league.
Major League Baseball scheduled
them to play despite Wrigley Field
still being under construction for
Opening Day on April 5.
Although the Cubs are a historically significant team with an
equally significant field and rivalry
with the St. Louis Cardinals, the
league should not have allowed
the first game of the season to be
played at an incomplete stadium.
Instead, the league could have
scheduled the game to be at Busch
Stadium, home of the Cardinals.
As exciting as it is to have the first
game of the MLB regular season
played in my hometown, it is unfair to host a nationally televised
event in Wrigley considering the
particularly limited amount of
available seats.
Still, the setting of any league’s
opening day is sacred, and it is defamatory to the league to host the
first game at Wrigley Field in its

BEGINNER

current state. After all, Cubs pitcher Jason Hammel said on April 1
that the stadium “looks like Baghdad, but you know there’s a pot of
gold at the end of the rainbow.”
Hammel was quick to apologize
about his comment on Twitter
the next day, saying he meant no
disrespect at all, but it is with ease
that the comparison to Baghdad,
Iraq, could perpetuate the term
“Chiraq.” And why? All because
of the decision to show millions
of Americans and MLB fans
worldwide that Chicago’s beloved
Wrigley Field is a mess.
It may be drastic, but people do
judge books by their covers and
stadiums by their cleanliness.
If hosting opening day in Chicago was necessary, then the league
should have considered a Crosstown Classic at U.S. Cellular Field,
home of the White Sox, the city’s
winning baseball team.
Fans of the sport should not have
had to dig their way into a dusty
stadium to watch opening day at
the home field of a team who has
not made the playoffs since 2008.
If anything, the league opener
should go to the winner of the previous season’s World Series. The
team who won it all should get to
metaphorically cut the ribbon.

It would be a different scenario
if the construction zones were safe
and fans could stand in the incomplete outfield and watch the game
like they would in floor seats at a
concert, but that is not the case.
Speaking of concerts, Fall Out
Boy headlined the opening day live
musical performance.
As if ignoring the field’s current
situation, Pete Wentz, the Wilmette, Illinois-native band’s bassist, said the field has always been
a magical place to him, according
to a March 26 Chicago Sun-Times
report. Indeed there is magic in the
field. It takes some sort of black
magic to keep fans in love with
a team stuck in a 107-year (and
counting) losing cycle.
ahaleem@chroniclemail.com

WEEKLY WORKOUT
Strength Training:
Flutter Kicks

INTERMEDIATE

ADVANCED

MAX GREEN
Sports & Health Editor
FLUTTER KICKS ARE an excellent

exercise for both strength and
mobility. When properly performed they work the hip flexors, stimulate the middle and
lower abdominals and impact
most of the muscle groups that
support the core.
1. To begin, lay flat on your back
with arms at your sides and
palms against the floor.
2. Move your arms away from
your torso until they are at a comfortable distance, no more than
45 degrees. Press into the floor
and prepare to lift your legs.
3. Using the hands to support
yourself, lift one leg off of the
ground and raise it enough that
it is comfortable but stretches
the hamstrings. Make sure to
keep the leg completely extended but not locked at the knee.
4. As you lower your leg, lift the
other to the same height as the
first, continuing to alternate
while maintaining a quick but
sustainable pace.
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
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Courtesy DANIEL OLESEN

MAKHAELA PADILLA
Contributing Writer
GROWING UP IN St. Paul, Minnesota,
Daniel Olesen, a junior audio arts
& acoustics major, has been on the
ice since he was 4 years old. Olesen
draws inspiration from athletes
such as Cal Clutterbuck and Derek Boogaard, former members of
the Minnesota Wild hockey team
he followed as a kid. Olesen, a defensive player, continues to pursue
his passion for hockey as one of
the co-captains of the Renegades
hockey team.
Olesen chose to pursue audio
after taking an audio technology
class in high school. The class later
landed him a job running the sound
board for movie screenings and live
events in the school’s auditorium.
The Chronicle spoke with Olesen
about his passion for hockey, making music digitally and his plans for
the future.

THE CHRONICLE: How did you become involved with hockey?
DANIEL OLESEN: It’s kind of a rite
of passage in Minnesota—everybody orders skates at one point in
their life. My dad played his whole
life, I learned how to skate when I
was 4 years old and I was in a [hockey] league at around 5 or 6. I ended
up playing high school varsity for
three years and have played for 14
years consecutively.
What drew you to your current major
at Columbia?
One of the girls in the [audio technology] class with me had chosen
Columbia and she told me about
the school. I liked the sound department. It looked like a good fit, very
open-ended in terms of what you
could learn and what you could end
up doing.

Why did you choose to major in audio
arts & acoustics rather than pursuing
athletics professionally?
Definitely the sobering realization
that I wasn’t that good at hockey. I
love this sport, I played it as much
as I could and I pour my heart into
it, but I just wasn’t good enough. I
figured it might be time to move on
and do something else. I can always

bring my skates and stick with me
and go play wherever I want, but
it was just time to shift focus with
the realization that I wasn’t going to
make money playing hockey.

What is the most challenging part of
being a college athlete?
Definitely finding the time. This
year our team was plagued by attendance issues and people just not being able to commit the time. All our
games are at 9 or 10 in the morning, and we had a lot of people who
would just not show up without
saying anything. School is the main
reason why everyone on the team is
out here at Columbia, and second is
usually work, and fun comes third.

How much time do you dedicate to
workouts and practice?
We don’t have team workouts or
anything. Practice in itself is anywhere between $200–400 an hour
for the ice rink rental. It wasn’t really in our budget or theoretically possible for us to have any sort of on-ice
practice. It’s not as intense as it was
for some of us who have played before. Obviously winning is fun and
whatnot, but we’re really just out
there to play, so all of us could get
back out there and play hockey for
an hour or two every week.

What do you love about playing
hockey?
What drew me to it the most is the
competitive nature of the sport.
I’ve played baseball and soccer and
all of those, but nothing seemed to
be like hockey. It’s a full-body sport
with a competitive and skill aspect
to it. It’s fast-paced [and] requires a
lot of strength and “hockey sense.”
It requires a sharper mind on the
ice. The relationship between the
mind and the physical aspect of the
game was intriguing as a kid, but I
didn’t really notice it until I got older. When I was a kid I think I started playing because my dad made
me and I just liked it. I was able to
go out and skate with him and stuff.
He definitely pushed me toward it.
Once I got older, I started to understand more about it and it definitely
started to [be] a big part of my life.
chronicle@colum.edu
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White Sox pitch deeply discounted game packages
ABBY SEITZ
Sports & Health Reporter
THE CHICAGO WHITE Sox unveiled two

new ticketing packages March 30
aimed at college students for the
team’s upcoming season.
The Ballpark Pass is an 11-game
package available for $29, while the
Ballpark Pass Plus, priced at $49,
allows fans access to 21 games of
their choosing. The pass can only
be used for home games Monday
through Thursday in April and May.
“The way it works is that a fan
would go to WhiteSox.com/ballparkpass and buy the pass online,” said
Beth Grabowski, the White Sox’s
director of marketing and analytics.
“If you wanted to go with friends or
a family member, you’d want to buy
those passes together at one time.
You buy the pass online and download MLB.com’s ballpark app.”
Fans are able to attend,
based on the package they select, are loaded into the app
before April 10, according
to Grabowski.
“On the day of each game that you
have a pass for, you’ll get a text message asking if you’re coming to the
game,” Grabowski said. “When you
say, ‘Yes, we’re coming,’ your seat
assignment will be allocated.”
Fans are guaranteed a seat in
the Upper Corner of the stadium,
Grabowski said. Tickets to the Lower Corner and Outfield Reserved

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
The new ticketing package offered by the Chicago White Sox will allow fans to attend games of their choosing between Mondays and Thursdays in April and May 2015.

seating are allocated to Ballpark
Pass users when those seats are
available. Upper Corner tickets
are typically $7 while Lower Corner tickets are $20, and seats in the
Outfield Reserve section are $24. If
a fan takes advantage of every game
available through the Ballpark Pass,
Grabowski said their ticket price averages out to less than $3 per game.
“We hope the price point is at an
affordable level,” Grabowski said.
“When I was in college, dollars
were tight. You want to make sure
you’re getting the biggest bang for
your buck. We think this is a really
great opportunity for college students to make a relatively smaller
investment for a lot of games.”

According to Jonathan Lang, a
freelance marketing consultant,
the White Sox’s digital marketing
package could be an effective strategy to connect baseball fans on a
budget to seats that are more difficult to fill on a consistent basis.
“With the location of schools in
the Chicago area close to the stadium, I guess we can see this being
kind of a first push toward that,”
Lang said. “[They’re] gearing the
lower end seats toward college students on a budget who are close to
the ball park.”
Grabowski said she expects the affordability and flexibility of the packages to appeal to college students.
“We hope this will provide stu-

dents who are in town in April and
May a very affordable opportunity to
check us out,” Grabowski said. “Just
because you have all 21 games loaded
into the app doesn’t mean you have
to use them. If something comes up
where you have to study, we hope
students will feel that opportunity to
be flexible with their schedule.”
White Sox fan Michael Hymen,
a junior business & entrepreneurship major, said he plans on purchasing the package.
“The fact that it’s a Monday
through Thursday kind of deal
means that I can go right to the game
after class,” Hymen said. “The low
cost for the amount of games available is a pretty good draw for me.

CHICAGOLAND’S #1 CAMERA SOURCE
SALES-RENTALS-EDUCATION-PRINTING

They have trouble getting people in
the [park] during the school year. I
think it’s a really good way to get fans
in and the last-minute kind of people who want to go to these games.”
Hymen said the package is appealing because of the digital aspect.
“I don’t have to take the time to
go print anything out,” Hymen said.
“I can get up and go from wherever
I am and head right over with my
phone and be at the game.”
The Ballpark Pass packages are
an innovative way to attract new
fans, Hymen said.
“It’s going to bring a ton of people into the U.S. Cellular Field,”
Hymen said. “It brings a new idea
[of ] selling tickets to baseball
games into an area where a lot of
people don’t want to go. I think
having this pass brings more people to the ballpark and entices
more people to say, ‘Hey, I may just
want to go some day, so I’ll buy this
pass and choose whether to go this
day or not.’”
Lang said while this package
could appeal to students like Hymen, there are some drawbacks to
the price breaks.
“For a college student on a budget, having the ability to purchase a
block of games in their price range
would certainly be appealing, but
it’s going to be lower-end or outfield
seating,” Lang said. “It’s going to be a
aseitz@chroniclemail.com

In Stock and more on the way!

10% DISCOUNT ON - Chemistry, Film, Paper and
all CALUMET brand products. ( 5% on Inks )
We are currently working on additional vendor
programs, so call your local store if there are any
questions.
25% DISCOUNT ON IN-STORE EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Whether you need an extra light for an assignment or
want to experiment with a new lens, Calumet’s Rental
Service has you covered.
50% DISCOUNT ON IN-STORE SEMINARS & CLASSES
Take half-off all in-store seminars, classes and events
that cost $100 or less.

GRAND OPENING!
Chicago – Lincoln Park
819 W Eastman St
Chicago, Il 60642
Across from the British School
312.440.4920
CTA #8 Halsted #72 North Ave
Redline to North & Clyborn

Oak Brook
1600 W. 16th Street
Oak Brook IL, 60523
630.860.7458
Free Parking

Northbrook
(Formerly Wolf Camera)
31 Skokie Blvd
Northbrook , IL 60062
847.205.0206
Free Parking

April 6, 2015 • 13

The Columbia Chronicle
14 • April 6, 2015

Exercise may be missing piece for some cancer patients

Sports & Health Reporter
EXERCISE NOT ONLY plays a vital role

in improving and maintaining the
quality of life in healthy people but
also can do so for cancer patients.
However, sustaining a regular exercise regimen can be difficult for
those with ailments that take a toll
on the body.
A new study published March
12 in the Journal of the National
Cancer Institute suggests that exercise may be a useful tool to combat
tumor growth in cancer patients. Dr.
Mark Dewhirst, lead author of the
study and a professor of radiation
oncology at Duke University, said
his research group set out to see
what impact exercises might have
on tumor physiology.
“We thought if a tumor is just sitting there, it’s going to be exposed
to effects that would occur anyway,” Dewhirst said. “We thought it
would be interesting because exercise affects all parts of the body and
we were pleasantly surprised at the
overall results.”
Dewhirst said tumors from breast
cancer cells were implanted into four
groups of mice in the original
experiment. Each group
of mice then underwent a different
exercise regimen.
Dewhirst said
the first group of
mice was conditioned

for nine weeks prior to being given
cancer, making them representative
of a healthy population of women
who exercised avidly before diagnosis. The second group had the same
conditioning but stopped exercising
after receiving the tumors. Dewhirst
said the second group represents
women who are diagnosed with
cancer and stop working out due
to depression.
The third group was stagnant prior
to cancer implantation and only
became active afterward, representing women who attempt to exer-

be worse or better for the tumor
growth, but it ended up slowing it
down and improved its blood flow—
which was totally unexpected.”
According to the study, hypoxia—
lack of blood flow—to tumor cells
makes them resistant to both radiation and chemotherapy treatment.
Due to hypoxia, it is notoriously difficult to administer drugs directly
to tumor cells, but Dewhirst said
the increased
b l o o d f l ow
exercise pro-

Colin King THE CHRONICLE

NANCY COOPER

cise after a breast cancer
diagnosis with approval
from a doctor, according to Dewhirst. The
fourth group of
mice did not
exercise
before or

after receiving the cancer cells.
“It turns out that whether the
mice ran before or after the tumors
were implanted, there was a good
effect either way,” Dewhirst said.
“We didn’t know whether it would

NOW LEASING

vided for the mice could
make tumor growth
more sensitive to drug
and radiation therapies.
A c c o rd i n g t o a n
August 2012 Mayo
Clinic study published in the
Journal of Pain
and Symptom

Management, a wide body of
research has shown that although
exercise can have powerful effects
on cancer care and recovery,
oftentimes cancer patients are
reluctant to include increased
physical activity as a part of
treatment and few discuss it with
their oncologists.
Dr. Andrea Cheville, lead author
of the 2012 paper, said in an emailed
statement that although it was
clear that patients wanted to get
advice from their oncologists about
whether or not to exercise after
diagnosis, very few were actually
receiving any.
“Those that did were given
very generic guidance [like] ‘Keep
active,’” Cheville said. “It surprised
us that cancer patients assumed
that if their doctors didn’t mention
exercise, it wasn’t important.”
Cheville’s study was part of a
series of investigations that looked
at exercise habits among cancer
patients. Those who exercised regularly before diagnosis were more
likely to exercise afterward than
those who had not.
One point made in both studies
is the need for a protocol on how
patients experiencing the debilitating side effects of cancer treatments—such as chemotherapy—can
actually exercise safely.
“It is difficult to exercise [during
treatment], and I will not underplay that,” Dewhirst said. “What
I can say is our research team has

run several clinical trials where
women with breast cancer who
are undergoing chemotherapy…
around 85 percent were able to
complete the prescribed exercise
regimen. The women who did had
much better cardio-pulmonary
performance than women who
didn’t exercise.”
Dr. Brian D. Lawenda, national
director of integrative oncology and
cancer survivorship at 21st Century
Oncology, said it is not uncommon
for many of his patients to experience fatigue over the course of their
treatment throughout.
“Problems with weight loss and
all of these things can make it challenging to exercise,” Lawenda said.
“When recommending exercise to
patients you have to take all of these
factors into mind. It’s something
patients need to discuss with their
treating oncology team whether or
not [it is] safe and appropriate to
exercise safely.”
Cheville and other doctors will
have to implement a paradigm shift
in the way doctors deliver cancer
care, Cheville said.
“Currently, surgery, radiation and chemotherapy are the
overwhelming emphases of cancer care,” Cheville said. “It will
take time and concerted educational efforts to expand the focus of
oncologic clinicians to include
therapeutic exercise.”

xx SEE CANCER PG. 17

Check Out Infinite Chicago
Before You Renew On-Campus!
Bring In
RATES STARTING This
Ad For
A Free Gift!
AT

$799

$500 Rent Credit Referral Bonus!
Lowest Rate Guarantee Until Jan. 31st!

Studios - 4 Bedrooms

Plus Cable & Internet

58

Bring This Ad
In For A
Free Gift!

312.724.6767
37 W Van Buren

14 • April 6, 2015

28 E. Jackson Blvd.

April 6, 2015 • 15

Sports & Health

Still from Overcome, Edmund Pettus Bridge (photo by Keith Obadike)

APRIL 6–9, 2015
In recognition of recent Civil Rights anniversaries, including that of the
Emancipation Proclamation and the Selma/Montgomery marches,
and in celebration of its own 30-plus years of service, the CBMR has
commissioned FREE/PHASE, an intermedia suite of sound-based public
artworks by artists and composers Mendi and Keith Obadike.
Based on the premise that black music provides record of the desire for
freedom and serves as inspiration for movements leading to that goal,
each of the project’s three nodes will be a multidimensional and
multi-sourced remix of songs about freedom that have been culled
from the CBMR archives. As the artists describe their work:

Exhibition Hours
Monday–Thursday | April 6–9
10:00 am–7:00 pm
Chicago Cultural Center
78 E. Washington St. | Chicago, IL 60602

FREE ADMISSION
For more information,
call the Center for Black Music Research
at Columbia College Chicago
(312) 369–7559

Beacon: A Sound Installation
Broadcast from the East Rooftop at 9 am, 12 noon, and 7 pm, melodies from freedom songs will
chime from the roof of the Chicago Cultural Center, like a beam from a lighthouse or a call to prayer.

Please visit blogs.colum.edu/cbmr/ for
additional information and for continuous

Overcome: A Video and Surround Sound Work

project updates and commentary.

The Overcome video/sound work uses sounds recorded from the structure of the Edmund Pettus
Bridge in Selma, Alabama, to reimagine the song “We Shall Overcome.” This unites a site and
a song associated with a key moment in the Civil Rights Movement. Chicago Cultural Center,

Presented in collaboration
with the Chicago Cultural Center.

Claudia Cassidy Theater.

Dialogue with DJs: A Community Engagement Work
The public will have opportunities to engage in guided conversations about music and freedom
with DJs who have deep knowledge of black music. Chicago Cultural Center, GAR Rotunda.

The three nodes taken together create a cultural arc—hope, struggle,
and dialogue—that mirrors stages in African-American history.
—
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xx MATH

xx CANCER

they go through to solve problems
can help increase understanding of
the material.
“Homework is part of the broader picture of how we improve instruction,” Briars said. “Students
need to be engaged in making sense
of the mathematics. They need to
be solving problems, not listening
to somebody lecture. They need to
be building procedures out of conceptual understanding so it’s not
only showing the steps, it’s understanding why the steps work.”

Lawenda said he evaluates all
of the challenges chemotherapy
patients face before seeing how
deconditioned they might be and
whether or not they are at risk of
hurting themselves.
“We talk about exercise in terms
of things that patients can do,”
Lawenda said. “If they’re not exercising at all, simply moving around
and walking, without pain, for example, is probably the best recommendation that we can give.”
According to Dewhirst, cancer
research states that chemotherapy
can age the heart by the equivalent
of 10 years and have negative impacts on its function. If a 50-yearold woman with breast cancer
undergoes chemotherapy but exer-

Continued from PG. 14
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Continued from PG. 11

Knox said the Renegades team
held two interest meetings before
Spring Break in an attempt to recruit more players. Although only
three girls showed up, the captains
were still content with the turnout.
“Right now we are still organizing and trying to get all the other
girls back into the groove of playing,” Durbin said. “Most of us haven’t played in a year or two, so we
are just practicing and getting ourselves organized for next season.”
Miranda Slupski, a freshman
ASL major, said she joined the team
because they needed more players
and because she has been a softball
player all her life.
“It will be nice to play for fun and
have it back into my life again—it’s

really great,” Slupski said. “It’s not
as serious, it’s just for fun and nobody is judging you. It doesn’t matter what your experience is—just go
out and play.”
Durbin said the team joined the
National Club Softball Association
and would be in the Great Lakes
West Conference. She said there
are other schools that have competing softball teams such as Loyola,
Illinois University, Marquette and
other Wisconsin schools.
“My goal is to have more people join so that we can travel and
play other schools and become
more involved in the community,”
Slupski said.
In the meantime, the Renegades
are practicing in Roosevelt University during the colder months, but
they will begin practicing in the fall
in Grant Park when the weather

gets warmer, Knox said.
“We can also start going to batting cages as well, once we start
fundraising, but that is in more in
the distant future,” Knox said.
Knox said the Renegades organization has been helpful to the captains in terms of getting the team
organized and ready with all the
necessary paperwork.
“They really helped us out with
getting recognized and helped
us join the league,” Knox said.
“The majority of the [Renegades]
board has played for or is on the
baseball team. They are in the
National Club Baseball Association, which is the same company
that our softball league is in. The
Renegades are really helpful and
eager to help us.”
ncooper@chroniclemail.com

cises simultaneously, she could not
only avoid the negative impacts of
the treatment, but also effectively
have a “younger” heart afterward,
Dewhirst said.
“[I’ve read about] people that are
critical about exercising throughout chemotherapy and I understand
that completely,” Dewhirst said.
“But for people who say I am going
to fight through this and try it, most
of them felt like it really helped.”
Lawenda said most of these studies have qualified exercise as walking at a fairly steady pace.
“If patients are able to safely walk
at a steady pace, they are achieving
what most of the data has been evaluating in patients whom we have
seen benefits for cancer outcomes
and quality of life outcomes,” he said.
ncooper@chroniclemail.com
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The Renegades softball team is practicing and conditioning to get ready for its inaugural season next semester.
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NOVICE

SOUS CHEF

GURU

Spicy Parmesan Pasta
INGREDIENTS
1/3 cup olive oil
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1 1/2 tablespoons brown sugar
4 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
2 teaspoons soy sauce
1 pound medium peeled shrimp (optional)
8 ounces spaghetti
1 green onion, sliced

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE

NATALIE CRAIG
Managing Editor
SADDLED WITH A desire to fuse Chi-

INSTRUCTIONS

nese and Italian food, I thought the
solution to my craving was simple:
Order takeout and strategically
place it on top of pizza to create orange chicken pepperoni pizza. The
taste was strange, but I knew there
had to be a different way to fulfill
my craving.
What could be better than the
sweet and tangy taste of Chinese
takeout mixed with the zest of
your favorite Italian dish? This
spicy Parmesan pasta is not only a
sure-to-please Italian meal, but the
recipe also calls for soy sauce and
brown sugar, which combine to cre-

1. Cook pasta.
2. Mix olive oil, garlic, brown sugar,
Parmesan cheese, soy sauce and red
pepper flakes in a bowl and let stand at
room temperature for 30 minutes.
3. Heat the mixture, stirring occasionally.
4. After two minutes, add pasta to
the sauce.
5. Once pasta is coated, serve and garnish
with Parmesan cheese and green onions.

Arti Café
t
-SINCE 1961-

ate a new bold flavor and blend two
beloved cuisines.
Boil the pasta until al dente.
While the pasta is cooking, mix the
olive oil, red pepper flakes, Parmesan cheese, garlic and brown sugar
in a medium bowl. When adding the
soy sauce, measure the ingredient
exactly—too little or too much can
ruin the dish. Occasionally stir the
mixture and let it sit while the pasta
is cooking.
Shrimp can be added to the dish
because it does not compromise
the overall flavor of the pasta. If you
decide to use shrimp for this recipe,
add one pound of medium peeled
shrimp after mixing the sauce.
After the pasta is cooked, heat
a large skillet and add the sauce

La Casa

15% OFF

mixture, occasionally stirring for
two minutes. Make sure to cook
the sauce over low heat, otherwise
the Parmesan cheese will harden.
Then, add the pasta and stir.
If you are adding shrimp to this
recipe, saute the shrimp and sauce
in the skillet until the shrimp are
pink and then add pasta.
Once the pasta and sauce are
mixed, serve the entree in a bowl.
Garnish the pasta with diced green
onions and extra Parmesan cheese.
If you have had a long day and
would rather spend the rest of the
night watching Netflix instead of
cleaning dishes, eat the pasta right
out of the skillet.
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
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Your Casa

Mon - Thurs
Students, faculty, and staff
Void Friday - Sunday

Photos by Anthony May and courtesy of Urbanworks.

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.939.7855
Sun.–Tues. 7:30 – 9 p.m. / Wed-Sat. 7:30 –11 p.m.

Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits · Espresso
1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.583.9940

WE DELIVER!
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Modern, loft-style student residence just
minutes away from your campus!

6WXGHQWVXLWHVSHUIHFWIRUWHDPVRUJURXSVRIIULHQGV
All utilities, Wi-Fi, and cable TV included
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Only $695 a month. Space is limited. Apply today!
www.lacasastudenthousing.org
1815 S. Paulina Street
Chicago, IL 60608
312-880-1889
lacasa@resurrectionproject.org
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Exhibit brings University
of Chicago out of closet
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Arts & Culture Editor
THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY of the University of Chicago—alumni, faculty
and staff—collectively came out of
the metaphorical closet to share
the school’s long association with
the struggle, activism and advocacy
of its LGBTQ community.
“Closeted/Out in the Quadrangles,” an exhibition documenting
the U of C’s long history with Chicago’s LGBTQ community, celebrated
its opening with an April 1 gala at the
Joseph Regenstein Library, 1100 E.
57th St. Headed by the Center for
the Study of Gender and Sexuality’s Gina Olson and Lauren Stokes,
the project features more than 95
oral histories gathered by current
students from university alumni,
faculty and staff dating back to the
early 20th century. The exhibiton
also includes archival documents,
such as personal papers and photos from private donors, the Kinsey
Institute, Northwestern University
and Chicago’s Gerber/Hart Library
and Archives.
Olson, who serves as the associate director of the CSGS, said the
project proved to be a challenge
because of the forced closeting and
criminalization of the LGBTQ community during the early 20th century but yielded amazing discoveries.
“There are tremendous limitations on how to tell these histories
when we’re not dealing with the
same kind of identity formation
as of [what] we’ve become accus-

tomed to in the 21st century,” Olson
said. “There were personal papers
among some of the earliest female
faculty that played a significant role
at the university. Their papers were
preserved and some of that is documentation of some of the various
relationships that were had.”
Julia Gardner, the head of reader
services in the Regenstein Library’s
Special Collections Research Center, helped Stokes and her students
perform their research for the
project. Gardner said the project
speaks to individual experiences on the campus that have now
been strung together to tell a collective narrative documenting the
university’s relationship with the
LGBTQ community and the gay
liberation movement.
“It’s a wonderful example of the
collaboration that can happen between the library and other units
and individuals on campus to enhance and expand the things that
we are collecting and documenting
[for] the campus history,” Gardner
said. “People think, ‘Oh, who would
be interested in my experience as
an undergraduate?’ and one thing
this exhibit does very nicely is show
that it is an ongoing thing, and of
course, we are always interested
[in] any aspect of campus history
and student experiences.”
Gardner said libraries have what
they refer to as “hidden collections”—archives of documents and
events of the past that go unnoticed.
“They weren’t hidden, they’ve
always been here,” Gardner said.

“It took a lot of digging to highlight these things they’re trying to
document, especially in the early
years of the university. There was
no Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality in pre-1920, but
nonetheless people were working
with gay and lesbian communities,
and there definitely were LGBTQ
people on the campus as faculty
and students.”
Stokes, who also served as the
exhibition’s curator, said she and
the students working on the project discovered details about life and
events on campus that had gone undocumented and could have been
forgotten if they remained untold.
“One of [the participants] told
us that one time in response to administrative homophobia, he and
his friends decided that they were
going to hang a big banner saying,
‘Encourage homosexuality,’ from
the roof of Harper Library,” Stokes
said. “No picture of that banner
exists. It was up and it was [taken]
down pretty quickly, but that’s such
a great moment and that would
have been lost forever.”
The progression of LGBTQ
members’ acceptance at the university was in large part the result
of students striving to make better
lives for themselves on their own
campus. Olson said one of the more
fascinating aspects of working on
the project was finding out who the
courageous students were that led
the charge for gay rights on campus.

xx SEE LGBTQ, PG. 30

Courtesy RACHEL ROSENBERG
University of Chicago’s LGBTQ students and supporters participated in an on-campus demonstration called “Weddstock” in ‘92 in support of legalizing gay marriages.

Courtesy MARC JAMES
The adult-only “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” is part of Cuckoo’s Theater’s loss of innocence season theme.

Lewis Carroll’s ‘Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland’ comes of age
ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
Contributing Writer
“CURIOUS?” READS THE bold black
letters on the handcrafted pink
blanket in Marc James’ hands.
He is working on the blanket at
the Side Project Theatre, 1439 W.
Jarvis Ave., in Chicago’s Roger’s
Park neighborhood for The Cuckoo’s Theater Project’s latest show,
which premiered March 26.
The company is presenting “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland,”
written by James Michael Shoberg
and directed by Amber Lee Olivier. However, it is not the typical
adaptation of the popular story
that was written by Lewis Carroll.
This version is meant for mature
audiences only.
“We try to find those stories
that are really not your everyday
thing but could possibly happen,”
James said.
In addition to creating props,
costumes and acting in Cuckoo’s
productions, James is also the
founder and artistic director of
the company.
The company is currently hosting its first season, which involves
a series of shows focused around
the loss of innocence. To date,
the company has produced “Mr.
Marmalade,” August, 2014 which
was its inaugural production,
“The Tempest” and “The Eight
Reindeer Monologues.”
“We normally do dark subject
matter,” James said. “For some peo-

ple [darkness is] growing up. For
some, it’s the fear of loving somebody. As an ensemble, we try to find
the light within the darkness to illuminate the truth.”
James said he thought “Alice”
was the right kind of show for the
series. He said he also wanted to
produce the show because he grew
up with the original story and found
solace in Alice’s journey of discovery and yearning.
Shoberg’s version of the story is
bold and has a modern twist, James
said. The play is stripped of all the
magic and talking creatures and focuses on the new world Alice enters
as a portrayal of the horrors of reality, James said.
Shoberg, who has written and
produced shows nationally and
internationally for more than 20
years, originally debuted “Alice” in
2006 in Pittsburgh, where he lives
and runs his own theater company, Rage of the Stage Players. He
said this is the company’s 14th year
of production, and similar to the
themes at The Cuckoo’s Theater
Project, it focuses on dark, strange
and humorous stories.
Shoberg said he founded his own
company because he wanted to
stray away from safe, edited theater.
“I wanted to be able to do
whatever I wanted,” Shoberg said.
“If the audience didn’t like it,
they had the option of getting up
and leaving.”

xx SEE ALICE, PG. 30
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Comics from Columbia’s best and brightest,
Edited by Andrea Cannon, senior graphic designer
and Zelda Galewsky, contributing comics editor

FOR RELEASE MARCH 29, 2015

THE TV CROSSWORD
by Jacqueline E. Mathews
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ACROSS
1 Madigan and Brenneman
5 Actress Larter
8 “__ Hand Luke”; Paul Newman
movie

35
36
37
38

Prefix for cycle or form
Neighbor of Calif.
“__ of Echoes”; Kevin Bacon film
“No Country for __”; movie for
Tommy Lee Jones
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‘The Chicago 77’ puts Chicago neighborhoods on the page
SADIE MILLER
Contributing Writer
FOUR LOCAL ARTISTS spent the last
year collaborating on one poem,
“The Chicago 77,” which was commissioned by the Poetry Foundation to capture the personality of
each of the city’s 77 neighborhoods.
Each neighborhood was only
allotted one line in the poem, according to Katherine Litwin and
Fred Sasaki, curators of the Chicago-based Poetry Foundation Gallery. Every line had to be “found
text” from that area, meaning it
could be a phrase that came from a
billboard, a piece of graffiti or something a resident of that area said to
the artist.
Litwin said each artist was randomly assigned 19 community
areas to explore and was asked to
retrieve an item from each neighborhood in addition to the line of
found text. These items, ranging
from flowers to stray hubcaps, were
used to create the paper on which
the poem was printed.
The reason for the poem’s existence is a poetry collective called
The World Record, Litwin said.
The World Record was created at
a 2012 London event called Poetry
Parnassus, which occurred alongside the year’s Olympic Games.
The organization gathered one poet
from every country participating in
the games and asked each to create
a written documentation of events

on handmade paper in their own
handwriting and native language,
Litwin said.
“When we wanted to exhibit the
work at the Poetry Foundation, they
told us that as part of the condition
for exhibiting the work, we need to
create a new work on handmade paper, carrying on the tradition,” Litwin said. “They didn’t want it to be
exhibited as a dead object, but they
wanted wherever it was exhibited
[to] generate new work.”
“The Chicago 77” came about
because of this request. The Poetry Foundation reached out to four
resident artists to bring it to life.
Litwin and Sasaki said they looked
for artists who were involved with
multimedia pieces and could work
in multidisciplinary scenarios
but still had a background in poetry. The foundation chose Krista Franklin, Fo Wilson, Fatimah
Asghar and Jamila Woods.
The four artists had their own
approaches to getting acquainted
with each neighborhood. Franklin said she had friends drive her
around and she would get out when
an object or sentence caught her attention. Asghar, who does not own
a car, said she biked around the
city. Wilson said she simply walked
through the neighborhoods.
Franklin, who specializes in
hand-making paper, said she had
some “dicey experiences” visiting
certain neighborhoods because
they are unwelcoming to strangers.

Courtesy SADIE MILLER
“The Chicago 77” is a 77 line poem inspired by a 2012 event in London called Poetry Parnassus. Each line of the poem represents one of Chicago’s 77 neighborhoods.

“But that’s the nature of Chicago,” she said. “People are very much
community-oriented. They’re very
much about their neighborhood.”
Wilson said she would assign
herself several neighborhoods to
cover each week. Before each visit,
she would review the background
information the Poetry Foundation
provided her. In her exploration,
she said she learned that media expectations do not always reality.
“The South Side and the West
Side. The papers make them out
to be something to be very fearful
of, and I found quite the opposite,”

Wilson said. “Many of those neighborhoods seem to be vibrant places
where I witnessed very positive
interactions in the community.
Neighborhoods which were ‘safe’
didn’t have as much vibrancy as you
might expect or weren’t always the
most welcoming.”
Asghar marveled at the differences in the city’s communities,
and she said she favored listening
to what people said rather than
looking for written words. However, she doubted the project could
properly capture such a diverse city
like Chicago .

“Something I thought was so cool
is that the community areas are so
well-represented just through the
process of it,” said Sasaki, the art
director of Poetry Magazine. “For
example, the first line of the poem is
‘The police are called,’ and the line
‘Where’s Rahm?’ appears twice.
Everything that’s happening in the
city surfaces in this poem.”
“The Chicago 77” is on exhibit at
the Poetry Foundation, 61 W. Superior St., through May 29, Monday
through Friday from 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
chronicle@colum.edu

Bienen School of Music | Northwestern University

maya beiser

all vows

Thursday, April 9, 7:30 p.m.

Pick-Staiger Concert Hall, $24/10
Glenn Kotche, percussion
Gyan Riley, bass
Music by Glenn Kotche,
Michael Gordon, Led Zeppelin,
Janis Joplin, Nirvana, and more.

847/467-4000 • pickstaiger.org
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Navigate the Strategic Plan

BY COLIN KING, Graphic Designer
will take you 3–5 years to complete. Start at
& JAKE WITTICH, Campus Editor
ing of the Strategic Plan and work your way
e various objectives laid out. Start in Goal 1,
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Optimizing Enrollment:
Develop strong enrollment management processes,
increasing and maintaining collegewide enrollment .

Aligning Resources
with Goals:
Identify institutional priorities and
allocate college resources accordingly, including human, financial,
capital and technological resources.

Create
3–5-year
strategic hiring &
workforce
reduction
plans

21st-Century Curriculum:

Revise all core and major curricula
to reflect a modern-day learning
rience, defining universal learning outcomes for
udents.
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‘The Gunman’ shoots blanks
ETHAN STOCKING-ANDERSON
Film Critic
HOLLYWOOD’S STRATEGY FOR the last

several years has been to have older
actors like Bruce Willis, Sylvester
Stallone and Mel Gibson become
parodies of themselves in recycled
action romps. As the big actors of
the ‘90s and 2000s expire, so will
this trend. The idea worked for
Liam Neeson in “Taken,” and the
film industry has been inundated
with similar thrillers ever since.
Seven years later, “Taken” director Pierre Morel is taking another
crack at his tried and true formula with “The Gunman.” This time,
however, our lead role is played
by 54-year-old Sean Penn, joined
by fellow acclaimed actors, Javier

Bardem (“No Country for Old Men,”
“Skyfall”) and Idris Elba (“Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom,” HBO’s
“The Wire”).
Morel began as a cinematographer, collaborating with fellow
French filmmaker Luc Besson.
Though his plotlines have never
been considered stellar, he established himself as having an eye
for action with “The Transporter”
in 2002 and his directorial debut
“Banlieue 13.” The first installment
of the “Taken” franchise, earning
more than $200 million worldwide.
established him as a master of this
form. There’s certainly money to be
made in the genre of careless action
thrillers, but “The Gunman” meanders between stale severity and hollow shoot-out sequences.

Penn plays, James Terrier, a mercenary in the Democratic Republic
of Congo who sports a Magnum, P.I.
getup. When a local official threatens to hamper a big mining operation, Terrier’s team is ordered to
kill the man. In a scene visually and
stylistically different from the rest
of the movie, Terrier is chosen to
pull the trigger on the hit job. He
does, and he is immediately forced
to go into hiding, consequently
abandoning his girlfriend Annie,
played by Jasmine Trinca.
The film’s hero goes from plunging central Africa into turmoil to
surfing some rad waves eight years
later. These two scenes are shown
back-to-back as if the audience is
expected to admire a cold-blooded
killer simply because he can surf,

IMDb
Three-time Academy Award winner Sean Penn takes part in the growing trend of aging movie stars playing action hero roles, similar to Bruce Willis and Liam Neeson.

IMDb
Sean Penn stars as mercenary James Terrier in French director Pierre Morel’s latest action film “The Gunman.”

even though he lost his wicked cool
mustache and Hawaiian shirt combo. He’s still working in the D.R.C.,
only now he’s volunteering for the
good of the country, similar to how
real-life Penn is known for his humanitarian efforts. His work comes
to a screeching halt when he learns
that an unknown organization has
put a hit out on him. He then hunts
the globe for his aggressors to find
out who wants to kill him and how
he can stop them.
Terrier has redeeming qualities
other than the ability to feel guilt,
which is not a particularly interesting trait for the focus of a movie,
especially one as simultaneously
preachy and mindless as “The Gunman.” The supporting cast proves
to be largely inconsequential to
the plot—a shame considering all

the talent wasted. Bardem plays a
pompous drunk contact from Terrier’s old days. Romantic interest
Trinca brings an uninteresting love
triangle into the mix. Her character
is so irrelevant that she would have
been a better fit in a misogynistic
James Bond movie. Idris Elba is
in this movie, also ... for almost a
whole 60 seconds.
The film is meant to be taken seriously, attempting to succeed not
only as an action blockbuster, but
the bearer of a ham-fisted humanitarian message. Regrettably for
Penn and the rest of the talented
cast, “The Gunman” straddles the
awkward line between being too
simple to be serious yet too serious
to be fun.
estockinganderson@chroniclemail.com
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Philadelphia rockers Dr. Dog lead way in lo-fi revolution
With cassette-minded Burger Records
and other lo-fi bands following the
model Dr. Dog has used for years, do
you see a resurgence in lo-fi music?

SPENCER HALL
Arts & Culture Reporter
PHILADELPHIA NATIVE BAND Dr. Dog

has made a name for itself during
the last 15 years as one of indie
rock’s most celebrated groups.
Consisting of guitarist and vocalist Scott McMicken, bassist and vocalist Toby Leaman, guitarist Frank
McElroy, keyboardist Zach Miller,
drummer Eric Slick and multi-instrumentalist Dimitri Manos, the
band has been at the forefront of
the resurgence of lo-fi music.
After My Morning Jacket singer
Jim James received a copy of Dr.
Dog’s debut Toothbrush in 2003,
the band was asked to serve as My
Morning Jacket’s opening act on its
2004 tour and has steadily raised
its profile ever since. With its last
studio album B-Room (2013) and
first live record, Live At a Flamingo Hotel (2015), Dr. Dog returns to
Chicago April 10 at Thalia Hall and
April 11–12 at the House of Blues
to bring its Philly-based lo-fi psych
music to the Windy City.
The Chronicle spoke with McMicken about touring, Live At a
Flamingo Hotel and the lo-fi revival.

THE CHRONICLE: How has Philadelphia influenced the band?
SCOTT MCMICKEN: It’s been a

very supportive place to live as a
band because it has enabled us to
give as much time as we needed,
looking back, in order to evolve in
the way that we’ve evolved. Especially early on, Philly was the kind
of city where you could pretty much
live dirt poor and feel pretty satisfied and therefore use all your time
to do the things you wanted and do
the things you love to do, which for
us is making music. The city itself
has certainly enabled us to do what

Courtesy MICHELE STEPHENS
Philly psych rock band Dr. Dog is leading the way in the lo-fi music resurgence. With new labels such as Burger Records, Dr. Dog has inspired a generation of new rockers.

we have now done, for better or
worse. It’s always kind of pushed us
and kept us humble in our own endeavors of music making.

You are playing several large venues
for your current tour. What has it been
like since the band got its start playing the small club scene?
When you’re in a small room and
everyone’s right up there on you and
your sweat might just be dripping
right off your face onto them, it’s
easy to feel like there’s a palpable
energy between you and the audience because you’re literally thrust
into each other. But the bigger the
rooms get, the further away you become—literally and figuratively. It
becomes more about a big picture

and wanting to create an energy
that’s larger to fill that space. To
do that is a very different endeavor
than doing it in a small room. Over
the years as we’ve played bigger and
bigger rooms, we’ve learned how to
walk the line between transferring
the totality of the band to the back
wall of the room, but also have—for
our own sanity—the immediacy
and spontaneity and madness of
what’s right in front of you and inside of yourself.

The band recorded Live At a Flamingo
Hotel throughout 20 separate shows
rather than one single concert. Why
did you decide to do this?
Mostly we did that because we
weren’t confident in our abilities to

pull off one show where we’re like,
“This one show is definitively great
from start to finish.” That’s why we
titled it Live At a Flamingo Hotel.
We were never thinking that we
were trying to capture or falsify the
idea that it was one night on Earth.
We wanted to capture things over a
long period of time because that’s
how we look at things. It’s this nice
balance between being very present and giving everything you have
to give, but also looking at it in the
long view and seeing where it was
and what it is now and where it
might go. Not everything in life affords you that relationship where
the necessity of you being present
every single day and what you have
to do as a band all exists under an
umbrella of an evolving thing.

When we put our first record out,
which was over 10 years ago, it did
feel like we were little fish in a big
pond. All our heroes were way older than we were. I’ve noticed that
change now, and I think it has a lot
to do with the ebb and flow of our
culture. Styles change and oftentimes that’s a reactionary thing.
Pop culture currently feels very
removed from an average person’s
life in terms of the process that’s
necessary to create what defines
a popular culture. As a reaction to
that, I think people say, “I can do
this myself.” I think people are now
looking for a much more tangible
outlet, which is turning into music. People are making [music] in
their bedrooms with broken, outof-tune guitars. Even if you don’t
have a million bucks or can’t make
a record that sounds like Katy Perry, you can still say so much. You
can be yourself and capture that in
one million different ways now and
a million more different ways than
anyone in our past ever had the outlet for. Now there’s a rekindled enthusiasm for a simpler mode of expression. The reality is as much as
the world changes, the bare essence
of what music is and why it matters
to human beings on Earth is never
going to change. The face of [music]
will always change as our culture
changes, but the core values of it
won’t change.
Dr. Dog will play two shows on
April 11–12 at the Chicago House
of Blues, 329 N. Dearborn St., with
opening act mewithoutyou. Tickets
start at $39.05.
shall@chroniclemail.com
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Spencer Hall, Arts & Culture Reporter

Tyler Eagle, Editor-in-Chief

HOLY S--T Father John Misty
DEPRESTON Courtney Barnett
MR. FACE Ty Segall
BLUE BUCKET OF GOLD Sufjan Stevens
SOONER My Morning Jacket

F--K YOU Lily Allen
I DON’T F--K WITH YOU Big Sean ft. E-40
PARTY UP (UP IN HERE) DMX
MOVE B---H (GET OUT THE WAY) Ludacris
HOW YOU LIKE ME NOW The Heavy

Jetesa Asani, Marketing Consultant

Lauren Tussey, Copy Editor

YOU & I (NOBODY IN THE WORLD) John Legend
POST TO BE Omarion ft. Chris Brown & Jhene Aiko
ONE Ed Sheeran
ADORE Cashmere Cat ft. Ariana Grande
WHERE ARE Ü NOW Skrillex & Diplo ft. Justin Bieber

APOCALYPSE DREAMS Tame Impala
THERE HE GO Schoolboy Q
CAN’T GET ENOUGH J. Cole
THE FEVER (AYE AYE) Death Grips
STUDIES Toro Y Moi

Kyra Senese, Managing Editor

Nancy Cooper, Sports & Health Reporter

DIVINA Toro Y Moi
YOUR HAND IN MINE Explosions in the Sky
EVERY OTHER FRECKLE alt-J
BLACK SUN Death Cab for Cutie
CITY OF QUARTZ Gold & Youth

MY BODY Young The Giant
SUMMERTIME SADNESS Lana Del Rey
GOOD FEELING Flo Rida
HEROES David Bowie
LET THE BEAT BUILD Lil Wayne
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Friday, April 10

Comedy Central roast proves
Justin Bieber still a ‘Baby’
Davidson, comedian Hannibal
Burress, actress Natasha Leggero,
comedian Chris D’Elia—who is apparently Bieber’s all-time favorite
comedian—roast master Jeff Ross,
Shaquille O’Neal, rapper Ludacris,
who was involved in Bieber’s career back in the “Baby” era, Snoop
Dogg and Martha Stewart.
Bieber was overall a good sport.
Some of the “jokes”—all of which
seemed to have a bit of truth
behind them—and insults slung
at him were pretty intense, such
as Davidson’s joke about Bieber’s
“deadbeat father.”
“I lost my dad on 9/11, and I always regretted growing up without
a dad, until I met your dad, Justin,”
Davidson said. “Now I’m glad
mine’s dead.”
Bieber took insult after insult with a smile on his face and
reacted to those digs that may have
shocked him with a straight face.
The real kicker came at the end
of the roast, though. Many viewers
expected Bieber to retaliate after
being slayed for two hours by some
of his favorite faces in the industry.
Although he did deliver a few good
jokes when his turn to roast the
others finally came, it was actually
his surprise heartfelt message
to fans at the end that brought a
whole new meaning to the roast.

Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$33.50, 18+

Monday, April 6

Friday, April 10

JESSIE WARE

TWIN SHADOW

Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
7:30p.m
$28.50

Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
9 p.m.
$21, 21+

Wednesday, April 8
After joking about how a bunch
of “has-beens” stood there mocking his “lesbian haircut” for two
hours, Bieber told the crowd, “Let’s
get serious for a second.”
He went on to acknowledge the
poor example he set for his young
fan base as well as his failure to behave like a respectable adult, something no one expected from the
usually obnoxious singer, although
it was out of place for a roast.
Bieber’s sudden self-awareness
is long-overdue, and as promising
as it might be, he would have garnered more respect from the real
adults watching if he had just taken
the digs like a big kid without insisting he’s “a kind-hearted person
who loves people.”

Saturday, April 11

CURREN$Y

DR. DOG

Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
9 p.m.
$26, 18+

House of Blues
329 N. Dearborn St.
8 p.m.
$39.05, 17+

Wednesday, April 8

Saturday, April 11

POLIÇA

FRANKIE VALLI & THE
FOUR SEASONS

Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
9 p.m.
$20, 21+

Chicago Theatre
175 N. State St.
8 p.m.
$71+

Thursday, April 9

ksenese@chroniclemail.com

Saturday, April 11

FOXYGEN

JOE PUG

Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
9 p.m.
$18 Adv., $20 Day of, 18+

The Vic
3145 N. Sheffield Ave.
8 p.m.
$16, 18+

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE

NOTORIOUS POP SENSATION Justin
Bieber appeared as the Comedy
Central roastee in a March 30 roast
hosted by comedian Kevin Hart.
The special segment was reportedly one of Bieber’s long-standing
dreams, as stated in a Jan. 20
Rolling Stone report.
“Justin has been asking us for
years to roast him, so we kept telling him to create some more material and we’re thrilled he listened,”
an unidentified Comedy Central
representative told Ryan Seacrest’s
people, according to a Jan. 19 post
on Seacrest’s website.
It’s unclear why Bieber was so
obsessed with being the victim of
a roast, but he took it well when
he was previously made the butt
of a joke in a Jan. 17 episode of
“Saturday Night Live.” The episode
included a scene in which actress
Kate McKinnon spoofed Bieber’s
Calvin Klein photo shoot, portraying him as a dramatically childish
man-boy rather than the sexy adult
he clearly wanted to be seen as.
Bieber’s decision to volunteer as
a roastee was described as brave by
some of his confused fans, but the
move was clearly constructed as
a publicity stunt in an attempt to
salvage his public image.
The pop star was insulted by
the likes of Hart, SNL star Pete

GUSTER

SHARI HIRSCH

Junior theatre major
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPRING DRINK?
“Whiskey Sour.”

MARSDEN WATSON

Freshman art + design major
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPRING DRINK?
“Steez Mint iced tea.”

BRANDI SOLE

Sophomore fashion studies major
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPRING DRINK?
“Strawberry margarita.”

JAMIR NELSON

Freshman theatre major
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPRING DRINK?
“Lemonade.”
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‘Bloodborne’ proves
no need for ‘Souls’
COLIN MCINERNEY
Contributing Writer
“BLOODBORNE,”

AN

ACTION-BASED,

role-playing video game, takes
the established formula of “Dark
Souls”—a similar game that released its second version in March
2014—and expands on it. With fluid combat, a fantastic visual atmosphere and a smattering of blood,
it not only stands as the best exclusive game for the PlayStation 4,
but it is potentially the best game
director Hidetaka Miyazaki has
produced in his 10 years working in
the industry.
The “Souls” series began with
“Demon’s Souls” on Sony’s PS3. It
became notorious for its unrelenting difficulty and what can only be
described as very literal combat.
Players had a light and strong attack to choose from in each hand,
and the game focused on blocking
and fending off enemies. Replete
with interesting and varied boss
battles, the game quickly achieved
cult status.
The series achieved broader recognition when the game’s developer, From Software, broke away from
exclusivity with Sony in 2009. Due
to Sony’s ownership of the rights
to “Demon’s Souls,” From Software
chose to build a spiritual successor
called “Dark Souls,” which released
on PS3 and Xbox 360.

28 • April 6, 2015

Shortly after, the developer split
into two teams. The B-Team began
working on “Dark Souls II,” which
arguably improved the gameplay
of the series while the overall atmosphere and coherence of “Dark
Souls” was lost. The A-Team, including Miyazaki, began working
on “Project Beast,” which was eventually revealed to be “Bloodborne.”
Fans were a bit skeptical when
“Bloodborne” was officially announced only because it was not a
“Souls” title. The game feels similar
to the rest of the series, though—it
shares the control scheme, and the
progression through levels leading
up to bosses is virtually identical.
The game stands out in its combat focus. “Souls” focused on very
shield-oriented combat, and only
the best players would forsake
shields and adapt a more active and
dodging-oriented playstyle. “Bloodborne” does away with shields almost entirely and swaps them for
clunky guns that can be fired quickly to stagger enemies, acting more
as crowd control than damage.
Guns can also be used to knock enemies down when shot during their
attack animations, allowing players to run up and execute a special
high-damage attack.
Due to this close-up focus, getting hit is much more likely in
“Bloodborne” than in the rest of

Courtesy BLOODBORNE
“Bloodborne,” a combat-based video game, is the newest creation from director Hidetaka Miyazaki released by From Software. “Bloodborne” is available on Sony’s PS4.

the “Souls” series. To counteract
the likelihood of being injured, any
players that are hit have a small
window in which they can attack
enemies and regain lost health.
Healing items are also vastly
more accessible than in previous
games, though players are still
quick to die when surrounded by
enemies. Finding the balance between rushing into a horde of enemies and managing stamina to
properly attack and dodge is the key
to succeeding in “Bloodborne.”
The addition of transforming
weapons also allows interesting

combat opportunities. Each primary weapon has two modes that
can toggle back and forth at the
press of a button. The saw cleaver
acts as a giant butcher knife with
a saw blade but transforms to extend a long handle, thus changing
its attack style to resemble that of a
halber axe with long swinging arcs
and overhead attacks. Weapons can
even be transformed mid-attack,
and subsequent attacks will use the
transformed attack style.
While the game is easily the best
game available on the PlayStation
4, it is not for the faint of heart.

“Bloodborne” is incredibly difficult, and it is extremely reliant on
trial-and-error and quick reflexes.
New players can expect to run into
a metaphorical wall early on, and
gamers unfamiliar with the “Souls”
series may be turned off by its difficulty. Even veteran “Souls” players
will have to adjust to the new attack
style; playing passively is a surefire
way to get killed. For anyone not yet
turned off, pick up “Bloodborne”
for one of the most rewarding game
experiences ever.
chronicle@colum.edu
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Theater Wit’s ‘Full Monty’ leaves it all hanging out
SPENCER HALL
Arts & Culture Reporter
WITH SO MANY established theaters
in Chicago, it is always exciting to
find a theater on the cutting edge.
In Kokandy Productions’ Americanized live version of the 1997
British film of the same name, “The
Full Monty” captures that essence
at Chicago’s Theater Wit, 1229 W.
Belmont Ave., thanks to a fantastic
book by playwright Terrence McNally and catchy earworm music
from David Yazbek.
The story revolves around six average guys who are out of jobs after
their steel mill is shut down. After
their wives attend a local Chippendales show and ogle over a dancer
known as Keno, the men decide to
start their own dance troupe called
“Hot Metal” to make some cash. In
order to draw a crowd, “Hot Metal”
promises to go all out, show the “full
Monty” and let everything hang out.
The jazzy musical does not leave
much to the imagination. Although
not suitable for children, Theater
Wit’s small, open floor contributes
well to the clever musical. The revealing two-and-a-half-hour play
is cast perfectly, with star Garrett
Lutz—whose outstanding singing
and raunchy dance moves could
give Magic Mike a run for his crumpled dollar bills—steals every scene
he appears in. This is no small feat
considering how uniformly hilarious the cast is. It would be easy for

the actors to fall into stereotypes,
such as the nerdy mama’s boy, the
whipped husband or the funny
chubby guy, but the cast imbues its
characters with a depth that is rarely seen on such a small stage.
There is definitely no shortage
of bare flesh in Theater Wit’s compact space, in which half the stage
is mere inches from audience seats.
However, the blend of self-deprecating humor and outlandish
scenes gives the musical a nice
mixture of big laughs and shock.
Where the play could have easily
relied on sexuality and raunchiness
as crutches, director John D. Glover manages to give the play a deeper
meaning that helps connect with
the audience.
Although the big draw of “The
Full Monty” is its raunch, the musical’s focus on relationships and
fatherhood, and the struggle to
keep the spark alive comes from
the heart. It is easy to get a cheap
laugh or two out of a bunch of average-looking guys dancing around
in banana hammocks, but “The Full
Monty” really scores when it deals
with deeper issues. The relationship between Lutz’s character, Jerry, and his son is at the center of the
play. It may seem comical to watch
a young boy hanging around a group
of male strippers, but the chemistry
between the two gives the musical a
sense of reality and seriousness.
The vocals in “The Full Monty”
shine thanks to the cast’s powerful

Courtesy DAVID ROSENBERG
Theater Wit’s take on “The Full Monty” blends sexuality and humor in a touching manner in this Americanized live-action musical version of the 1997 British cult classic.

voices and beautiful harmonies.
Each member of the superb ensemble brings something to the table, making each scene better than

the last, leading to a powerhouse
show-stopping finale.
“The Full Monty” is definitely a
must-see. The musical fits perfect-

ly into Theater Wit’s roster, making
it the hottest tickets in town.
chronicle@colum.edu

Behind the scenes of Theater Wit’s ‘Full Monty’
KATLYN TOLLY
Contributing Writer
DARKNESS WASHED OVER the small
theater as the crowd roared with
excitement and anticipation.
“They may not be young, pretty
or very good, but tonight and one
night only they’re here, live and going for no less but the full Monty,”
Jeanette Burmeister said.
Kokandy Productions is presenting “The Full Monty” at Theater

Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave., through
April 12. The musical is about six
unemployed steel-mill workers
who turn to stripping to provide for
their families.
In the midst of financial setbacks,
Jerry Lukowski, played by Garrett
Lutz, is fighting for custody of his
12-year-old son. Along with his best
friend Dave Bukatinsky, played by
Scott Danielson, Lukowski suggests a strip show performance as
a short-term financial solution and

recruits other men to participate
in the group, which is led by sassymouthed Burmeister.
Lutz said he thought it was important that he had the creative
flexibility to shape his character’s
personality. When analyzing Lukowski, Lutz said he identified
pieces of himself within his character that he could relate to.
“I relate to Jerry because he is
an imperfect person,” Lutz said.
“Sometimes you make a mistake

Courtesy DAVID ROSENBERG
Kokandy Productions’ take on the 1997 British film “The Full Monty” is more than a strip tease with relationships, body issues and financial struggles taking center stage.

It’s a show that’s going to make
you laugh and cry. ”
— Scot Kokandy

and it’s difficult to forgive yourself,
but you never get anywhere without
making a lot of mistakes.”
Danielson describes his character, Bukatinsky, as “a teddy bear of
a guy” with self-esteem issues because he is overweight. Danielson
said his character learns to overcome barriers and gain confidence.
“Everyone has issues with their
own insecurities,” Danielson said.
“It was kind of freeing to go through
that as Dave. It helped me get over
my own insecurities with my own
body playing the character.”
Throughout the musical, the performers clearly communicate to
the audience that “The Full Monty”
holds a deeper significance than
just a strip show, but rather a lesson
that involves hopefulness and finding positive alternative solutions
during tough times, Lutz said.
“[The Full Monty] is about people
fighting their inner demons,” Lutz
said. “It’s about the hurdles they
have to overcome and the problems
they have with themselves.”
Scot Kokandy, executive producer and founder of Kokandy Productions, said the show was chosen
during its season selection. He said
he wanted to pick a lighthearted
performance to diversify the com-

pany’s shows, making “The Full
Monty” a perfect choice to add to
the lineup.
“[The Full Monty] is a show that
has a little of everything,” Kokandy said. “It’s a show that’s going to
make you laugh and cry. It might
make you embarrassed or excited.”
Kokandy Productions has received eight Jeff Nominations, an
award that celebrates excellence in
Chicago theaters, and won a 2014
Non-Equity Jeff Award, an award
for outstanding professional theater productions that also include
non-union work.
“[The Full Monty] is a show on
self imagery,” Lutz said. “I want
people to come to this show and
see how no one should be ashamed
of who they are. Every character in
the show has someone who loves
them or loves someone in return.”
Kokandy Production’s “The Full
Monty” runs every Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday at 8 p.m.,
Saturday at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. and
Sunday at 3 p.m. through April 12 at
Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave.
Tickets are $38 and are also available for purchase online at KokandyProductions.com.
chronicle@colum.edu
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Courtesy RACHEL ROSENBERG
LGBTQ students and supporters from the University of Chicago march in the 1991 Chicago Gay Pride Parade.

xx LGBTQ
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“Student organizing was really the seed for these larger movements,” Olson said. “It has been
really interesting to see what happened to make these larger events
happen … because people make
change, and so who were the people
and how did they do it?”
One such student organization,
the Chicago Gay Liberation Movement, which helped to further the
movement in America, was started
on the university’s campus. It originated when a gay student posted
an ad requesting a gay roommate,
according to Stokes.
“[The ad] said, ‘Gay student
wanted for room,’” Stokes said. “He
was gay and he wanted to share his

apartment with another gay person,
and it’s from that apartment that
they started to have meetings, and
it’s from those meetings that things
started to get bigger.”
Stokes said the purpose of the
project is to continue the fight for
members of the LGBTQ community who are still discriminated
against daily.
“Things have come a really long
way, and it’s important to pay homage to that, but trans students are
still struggling to have a place that
is totally safe for them, sexual assault is an issue on campus, and
that’s also a queer issue,” Stokes
said. “The history of struggle in the
past, I hope, will inspire future efforts for change.”
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com

“Alice” was the first of Shoberg’s
twisted fairy-tale plays. He said he
wanted to write a story that had
a non-descriptive location and
modern feel so that it could be performed anywhere. He also said he
wanted to stay true to the original
dialogue and story structure because he is a die-hard fan of “Alice
in Wonderland.”
“It was almost like [the play]
started writing itself,” Shoberg
said. “So many characters adapted
so easily to characters unlike people had seen before.”
James said this dark, edgy production is for viewers 17 years and
older because it includes adult material regarding sex, drug use and
vulgar language. He said there are
disturbing images young people are
susceptible to and that he does not
want them to see something they
are not ready to see.
“It does hit some pretty heavy
stuff and things that make people
uncomfortable,” James said. “If it
makes you feel uncomfortable, then
I’m doing the right thing.”
Apart from the serious content,
director Olivier said the show is
very colorful and visually appealing. She said she wanted to portray
a world where the fun and the naiveté of “Alice” show through the
characters and setting.
Olivier said viewers will likely
have a strong response to the play’s
material whether it be positive
or negative.

Courtesy CORRINA LESSER
James Shoberg’s “Alice’s Adventures in ‘Wonderland” is a twisted, adult adaptation of Lewis Carroll’s work of the same name.

“Either they are going to love it
and think it’s great or they are going
to be like, ‘I can’t stand it,’ and I am
fine with both,” Olivier said.
“Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” runs through April 19 at the

Side Project Theatre, 1439 W. Jarvis
Ave. Shows run Thursdays at 7:30
p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m.
chronicle@colum.edu

Next time you drive to campus consider parking at one of the newest
parking garages available to college students and staff.
When parking remember your stall number and enter it into the pay
stations located on the first floor in front of the mosaic wall.
Current rates apply.

801 S. Wabash
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BLOG: “Flavorwire”
What’s not to love about a website
organized by tiny blue bullet points in
a simplistic way with loads of pop culture articles?
Flavorwire packs its own punch with content divided
into categories such as art, books, music, pop culture,
television and design. The best part: At the top of the
site’s home page, there is an exclusive tab dedicated
to all things concerning Kanye West throughout Flavorwire’s various posts. If this does not interest you,
then go find a cooler website.

Check it out at: www.flavorwire.com
VIDEO: “TIDAL #TIDALforALL”
Jay Z has released a trailer for his new
streaming music service, TIDAL. The
clip, published on YouTube March 30,
features an impressive array of artists ranging from
likely Jay Z associates Beyoncé, Kanye West and Nicki
Minaj to Jack White, Daft Punk and Coldplay’s Chris
Martin. As Madonna says in the video, TIDAL aims to
“put art back into the forefront.” Jay Z adds that, “if
these artists can sit in a room together, the game
changes, and it happened today.”

Check it out at: https://www.youtube.com/user/
TidalHiFi

Jetesa Asani Marketing Consultant

Shanae Hundley Marketing Consultant

Myles Adams Assistant Advertising Manager

THINGS I HATE ABOUT MYLES

THINGS I HATE ABOUT SPRING BREAK

THINGS I HATE ABOUT JETESA

Myles is always trying to take over my desk: His
mountains of paper are slowly falling onto my desk. His stapler—with no staples in it—is halfway on my desk. His PostIts are sticking on the edge of my desk. Every day, I have less
and less space because he refuses to throw anything away.
He is a borderline hoarder. He doesn’t actually think he has
a problem. One day I am just going to take all of his things
and push them into the trash can. Maybe that will teach
him not to mess with my desk.

Low-budget vacation: You spend months saving your
money to travel to a place that has tropical weather where
you may or may not enjoy the ambiance. Florida seems to
be the economic choice, but don’t forget that a million other
college students have the same thought. The moments you
thought you would be soaking up the sun on a cute beach
towel will be ruined by an over-crowded shoreline.

She always says, “What?”: When you ask Jetesa a
question she always says, “What?” What makes it even
worse is that she says it with so much emphasis that it
sounds like she is saying “whut” and not “what.” It drives
me crazy because I always end up repeating myself. Not to
mention she always repeats the words “I’m sorry” for no reason. Even if you say hi to her, she’s like, “I’m sorry.” It is weird
and annoying.

He always kicks me under the desk: He never apologizes about it. He just says “Ouch,” like it’s my fault. Playing
footsie once or twice is cool, I guess, but every day Myles?
Nah. I probably need to go see a doctor from all the bruises
on my legs from his steel-toed shoes bumping into me.
Myles is on a strict diet now: Sadly, I have no one to share
my ketchup packets with. I literally have a drawer full of ketchup packets waiting for him to crack under the pressure and use
them. Now I just use them to throw at him because he can never
hear me due to the music he blasts on his Beats headphones.
One way or another, he is going to get those ketchup packets.
Myles has the nerve to tell me what I should and should not eat.
He is just hating on my no-diet-necessary lifestyle.
He wears his red Beats headphones all day long:
Because he can never hear me, I always have to wave in
his face and repeat myself. Then he looks at me like, “What
do you want?” Really Myles? Really? I think he wears them
because he doesn’t want to hear my beautiful voice singing
“She Knows” by Ne-Yo.
His smart, one-word remarks: “Aha,” “Ew,” “What!”
For example, I’ll be eating something extremely damaging
to my health, then he will stand up and look at me over his
computer and say, “Ew.” Bye Myles. You know you want these
barbecue boneless wings, fries and Sprite from Wingstop.

Reuniting with friends too briefly: College always divides good friends. Spring Break will forever be the best time
to reconnect. You and your circle of besties can meet at the
hotel and plan for great week. The time flies by because you
are having so much fun catching up with one another. Before
you know it, it’s time to say your sad goodbyes and scatter on
different flights to go back to your respective colleges.
Waking up early: It’s Sunday, the last day of Spring Break.
After a week of lounging around and partying, the last thing
you want to do is wake up at the crack of dawn. The next thing
you know, the alarm clock sounds at 7 a.m. and you flee from
bed to get dressed and make it to your Monday morning class
on time. On the way you dread the thought of using your brain
for the rest of the week.

She is always asking questions: I remember one
day she asked me how to answer the phone. Just pick it
up and answer, duhhh. I bet when she answers the phone
she probably says “whut” right after the person calling her
says something.
She is always kicking me: With our desks connected,
Jetesa sits right across from me. She is shorter than me
and with that said, there should be no reason for her to
always be kicking me when we are sitting at our desks. I
tell her to keep her feet on the other side but when I do
she’s like, “Whut.”

Seven weeks left: Spring has officially arrived and you can’t
kick the spring fever you caught while on break. That first week
back is filled with daydreams about the good time you had with
your friends and now you can’t wait for summer vacation. Then it
hits you that there are two months left of this torture.

She is a bad influence on my healthy eating lifestyle: Jetesa always has these snacks, such as cheese
puffs, that are obnoxiously bad for you. One day she told
me she was getting Wingstop for lunch and said I should get
some. I’m like, “Ew no! You know I don’t eat that garbage,”
and she said, “Whut.” Why would you even offer me that
poison, knowing all I eat is healthy food?

Assignments are due: Thinking about all that fun must
have drowned out all the homework you needed to complete.
Professors have this thing where they know you have plans for
this well needed break, and they know you have four other
professors. They all impede on vacation time by loading you
up with homework that takes up half the break. Then they
have the nerve to say, “Have a great break.” Really?

She always tries to sing: Jetesa always tries to sing
and it bruises my eardrums to the point that I can’t hear
anything else. One day she was singing “She Knows” by NeYo and I’m like “Yo can you not?” Then she said “Whut, no.”
Even when she hears me, she still says “whut.” She kept
singing and asked me if I liked her voice and my response
was “Whut.”

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE
American poet Terrance Hayes reads from his latest collection of poems, “How to be Drawn,” on April 2 as part of the Bagley Wright Lecture series at the Poetry Foundation, 61 W. Superior St. Hayes has written three other poetry collections, some of which have been nationally recognized.
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Uhmmm, WTF?

“Furious 7”
In the seventh film of the “Fast and Furious”
series, the plot is predictably action-packed
with exotic cars and street fighting but takes a
sentimental turn as the movie acts as a tribute to one of the series’ most beloved actors,
Paul Walker, who died in 2013. — K. Davis

No– just... no.

It’s whatever.

BuzzFeed’s Zayn Malik response

Zayn Malik of One Direction announced he
would be leaving the band after five years of
nonstop attention from fan girls and entertainment media. Based on the reactions of
those interviewed in the video, it looks like we
will be OK. — S. Vinton

I can dig it.

YAAASS!

Roast of Justin Bieber

“Bloodline” season 1

Bieber got it handed to him at his Comedy Central roast on March 23. Martha Stewart offered
prison tips and Snoop Dogg welcomed him to
the family. The special served as an opportunity
for the star to clear his name and prove that he
knows how to take a joke. — L. Kostiuk

Netflix’s latest original, “Bloodline,” is a dramatic fusion of “Parenthood” and “The Sopranos.”
Strong acting, an engaging plot and the odd
one-liners make it a binge-worthy show. Added
bonus: “Friday Night Lights” DILF Kyle Chandler
gets plenty of screen time. — T. Eagle

Amazon Dash

Incubate: The Time Delay Messenger

Soulja Sounds app

Tanya Fitzgerald Live app

Amazon Dash allows users to request certain
items to be delivered on demand, and I’m already
on the Bounty waiting list because who wants to
carry paper towels back to your apartment from
the store when they can just be delivered to you?
Now if only Trojan would sign on. — J. Hinchcliffe

This app allows users to send texts, pictures,
voice and video messages to anyone at any
time, from that moment to 25 years from now.
This means you’ll never miss wishing your
friends a happy birthday but can also send
the best revenge text to an ex. — B. Barrowcliff

Hop up out the bed and turn this app on, take a
look in the mirror say what’s up. Soulja Boy’s new
app allows users to access a soundboard full of
Soulja’s most memorable sayings like, “Crank
That” and “Turn My Swag On,” making it a waste
of space on anybody’s phone. — B. Barrowcliff

For all the Tanya Fitzgerald fans out there,
Artistecard, Inc. has the perfect app for you.
With the app, Fitzgerald’s fans can enjoy the
talented singer’s latest music, albums, songs,
music videos and lots of other features. For
loyal fans, this app is a must have. — S. Hall

Sometimes I Sit and Think, and Sometimes I Just Sit by Courtney Barnett
I have played Barnett’s newest album at least
20 times since its March 23 release. It is a
grunge-happy mix structured around Barnett’s
charming, Australian cooing, and I fell in love
at first listen. — L. Tussey

“Zenith” by Ben Khan

The Powers That B by Death Grips

The Fader shared a link to this new Ben Khan
release March 30, and, once I read the words
“dirty funk,” I clicked it as fast as I could. To
my delight, “Zenith” turned out to be a slick,
captivating tune filled with pulsing bumps and
skeezing synths. — L. Tussey

Experimental hip-hop trio Death Grips continues its abrasive brand of industrial music with
an ambitious double album. Injecting fleeting
vocal samples into maelstrom of skittering
percussion lines, Death Grips creates a sonic
dystopia. — B. Kowalski

“St. Jude” by
Florence + The Machine

“St. Jude” has sparse instrumentation—it features only a light keyboard line and occasional vocal harmonies by Florence— but her vocal
performance drones on just as lifelessly as its
backing track. — B. Kowalski

“Noose Found Hanging From Tree
At Duke University”

“Man fatally shot after argument
over woman at South Loop lounge”

Theo James

Gray hair

This hunk of sexy knows how to make an impression. After watching him in “Divergent”
and “Insurgent,” his effortless perfection as the
lead male hero makes him easily lovable. With
toned biceps, golden skin and charming eyes,
James is totally dreamy. — K. Davis

I have been seeing an appalling number of
girls rocking the granny look—an atrocious
gray hair dye job—on Snapchat and the Internet. I do not see why you would want a hairstyle that will make you look older. I’d rather
look 70 when I actually am. — B. Martinez

The Huffington Post reported on April 1 that a
noose found hanging from a tree at Duke University was a racial scare tactic that insinuated
lynching. It is sad to still see such horrifying acts,
especially on a college campus. — K. Davis

The RedEye reported on March 28 that someone was fatally shot at a South Loop lounge.
The incident occurring close to campus is
frightening, and hopefully crime like this does
not occur anymore in the area. — K. Davis
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Strategic Plan: room Religious freedom laws not free
for improvement

COLUMBIA’S ADMINISTRATION
RELEASED its first draft of the

college’s Strategic Plan on
March 23—the first day of Spring
Break. The 40-page document
outlines the college’s five-year
plan of action for “Achieving Our
Greatness” and specifies six goals.
Under each goal are six more goals
described in detail along with the
efforts that should be taken to
implement them. The document is
40 pages of bureaucratic rhetoric
that is difficult to decipher but
vague enough to get away with.
Contrary to expectations,
however, the feedback regarding
the draft of the Strategic Plan has
been largely positive since it was
posted to the Civic Commons
website. Though the questions
asked of students and faculty on
the draft of the Strategic Plan so
far may lend to generating more
positive answers, the criticism is
constructive and polite.
The draft addresses many
of the issues that have plagued
the college in recent years.
Technological advancements
and integration; diversity
and inclusion; selective and
competitive admissions; and
preparing students and their
bodies of work for the real world
are some of the many points
discussed and dissected in
the plan.
It seems that it is not only
a document indicative of an
administration trying to heal the
wounds of past administrations,
but an administration defining
what kind of college Columbia
should be.
Change is never welcome nor
is it ever easy, though, and much
of what is discussed in the plan
equates to major cuts and changes
to the structure of the college
itself. However, the fact that the
Strategic Plan is called a “draft” is a
misnomer considering many of the
game-changing strategies outlined
in the document have already been
implemented—without consensus,
approval or input from anyone
outside of the administration.
The pieces of the plan that
have already been put into action
are the most contentious—the

cutting of First-Year Seminar,
the faculty buyout and the hefty
budget cuts just to name a few.
The administration may be able to
lessen the blow of these massive
overhauls by couching them in the
fluff of a possible student center
and the overall focus the plan has
on students—particularly transfer,
graduate and international
students. However, the
administration has few answers to
the many ambitious and decidedly
expensive enterprises the
draft proposes.
Furthermore, the fact that six
new administrative positions
have been added to the college
while the “work force reduction”
plans laid out in the draft
essentially equate to cutting
faculty is evidence that while
change may be needed, some of it
is still detrimental to the college.
The sentiment the administration
has communicated to the college
is that this draft of the Strategic
Plan is not yet set in stone, and
that students and faculty still
have input and sway in the final
document because, supposedly,
this is a collaborative endeavor.
However, if pieces of the plan
are already falling into place
months before it is finalized or
approved, it begs the question:
Will any kind of feedback
even be addressed, or will the
concerns and ideas of students
and faculty just echo endlessly
into the communication void
the administration has placed
between itself and the rest of
the college?
That said, the administration
is taking steps in the right
direction. Many of the points
detailed in the Strategic Plan
draft will transform Columbia
from a scrappy underdog to a true
contender in the world of
arts education.
The changes and transitions
will not be easy, and pushback is
inevitable from both sides, but
should students and faculty make
their voices heard, and should
the administration truly take and
implement feedback, Columbia
may become the college its
students deserve.

CORPORATE PERSONHOOD, A dcotrine
that grants businesses the same
rights as U.S. citizens, has existed
in the U.S. in some shape or form
since before the Civil War. The
freedoms a business is allowed
have only grown and strengthened with several Supreme Court
cases—most recently and particularly Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, a
decision that gifted corporations
with religious freedom—backing
up the idea that corporations have
the same rights and freedoms as
human beings.
The state of Indiana has taken
full advantage of corporate personhood in recent weeks, signing
into law a religious objections
bill that prevents companies
and their religious beliefs from
being “substantially burdened”
by government regulation or
requirements. In its simplicity, an
action or service that goes against
a business’ religious ideals does
not have to be accommodated,
the main concern being religious
beliefs leading to discrimination.
After Indiana’s successful
religious freedoms law, Arkansas followed suit; a bill similar to
Indiana’s was signed into law April
2, according to an April 2 NBC
report. In response to the severe
criticism both states received for
the possibility of legalizing bigotry,
Arkansas’ bill was revised prior to
Governor Asa Hutchinson signing
it and Indiana’s law was amended
to bar discrimination of minorities—including members of the
LGBTQ community.
However, the uproar that ensued

across the country in reaction to
these laws speaks volumes. Indiana, in particular, was hit the hardest. Not only did high profile politicians and celebrities—the likes
of which included Hillary Clinton
and Ellen DeGeneres—speak out
against Indiana’s discriminatory law, but major corporations
also condemned the state and its
governor, Mike Pence. The Human
Rights Campaign released a
statement denouncing lawmakers,
which included the endorsement
of several major businesses such as
Levi Strauss, Microsoft, Apple and
Wells Fargo.
The uproar was and continues
to be warranted—discrimination
against the LGBTQ community
continues to run rampant, and
prior to the revisions and amendments, signing discrimination into
law only exacerbates a problem
millions are fighting—but there
are issues that need to be addressed in order to avoid further
legalizing bigotry.
First and foremost, LGBTQ
individuals must be recognized as
a protected class. Until the LGBTQ
community is equally protected
under the law—the way religion,
race, color and sex are protected
from discrimination under the
Civil Rights Act of 1964—there is
nothing keeping businesses from
peddling bigotry.
Though the enforcement of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 is tenuous
in today’s society—as discrimination against race, color and sex
continues to be unrestrained—
without its enactment in the height

of the Civil Rights Movement, the
U.S. would have continued to be a
grossly segregated country that encouraged and allowed a culture of
violence and hatred toward those
who were other. That is not to say
the U.S. is devoid of these issues
now, but the significance of being
deemed a protected class stands.
If religion compels business
owners to turn away LGBTQ
customers, it only serves to mirror
the discrimination black people received—and continue to
receive—prior to the Civil Rights
Movement. The Civil Rights Act
of 1964 distinguished religion as
a protected class as well, though,
pushing it into the forefront of the
debates about corporate personhood and the religious freedom
laws being implemented across the
country today.
The Chronicle maintains that
corporations are not and should
not be recognized as autonomous
entities capable of having religious beliefs. Corporations are not
humans, thus they should not be
allowed the right to religious freedoms and other human rights that
people are still fighting to have.
Humans and U.S. citizens have
the right to hold beliefs, but a
corporation—group of humans—
does not and cannot all agree on
something as nebulous and contentious as religion, particularly
if those beliefs impinge upon the
freedoms of others. Businesses
can have missions and ideals they
choose to pursue, but corporations should not trump the rights
of another human.
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Jamie Foxx joke
insensitive to
transgender community

KATHERINE DAVIS
Associate Editor
AMERICAN SOCIETY HAS become in-

creasingly accepting of the LGBTQ
community, but some of the country’s most influential figures have a
long way to go in accepting and respecting the historically oppressed
community. This ongoing need
for acceptance was demonstrated
March 29 at the iHeartRadio Music Awards show.
Noted black actor and comedian Jamie Foxx hosted the awards
ceremony and volleyed an insensitive
joke at Bruce Jenner, Olympic gold
medalist and former spouse of Kris
Jenner—matriarch of the reality-TV
Kardashian clan—and his widely
speculated transgender status.
“We got Bruce Jenner, who will
be here doing some musical performances,” Foxx said during the
opening remarks of the show. “He
will be here doing a his-and-hers
duet all by himself. I’m just busting
your balls while I still can.”
Although parts of the audience
could be heard laughing at Foxx’s
joke, others rightfully found the
comments crude, repugnant and
far from amusing. Targeting people based on a private part of their
identity that already receives a lot
of criticism from other outlets is
careless and cruel.
In addition to Foxx’s comment,
Jenner has already received a
considerable number of judgements
from other sources. Through tabloid
articles and social media trolls, Jenner’s transgender status has been
treated inappropriately, something
Foxx should have considered before
making the joke.
But this is not the first time a celebrity has made light of an LGBTQ
individual. Isaiah Washington,
formerly a regular on “Grey’s
Anatomy,” reportedly used a gay
slur against co-star T.R. Knight on
set in 2007. Three months later at
the Golden Globe Awards show,
Washington used the same slur
again, which later resulted in his
being fired from the show. Following the incidents, Knight said he
felt he had no choice but to come
out as gay to the public.
Ignorant comments like these
worsen the social issues the
LGBTQ community faces. In
an age when many progressive
members of society are fighting
for the equality and acceptance for
LGBTQ individuals, it is counterproductive to make the commu-

nity a punch line. Making a joke
of Jenner’s gender identity was a
personal attack and an attack on
all individuals on the trans spectrum who already endure a myriad
of oppressive actions.
At a time when acceptance of the
transgender community remains
sparse, Jenner is beyond brave and
is certainly resilient. Being in the
spotlight as part of the Kardashian
clan—arguably one of the most
famous families in the world right
now—experiencing criticism and
being made fun of for his transgender status must be difficult, and
support from his Hollywood allies
would be admirable.
According to a 2008 survey
conducted by the National Center
for Transgender Equality and
the National LGBTQ Task Force,
63 percent of participants experienced acts of discrimination
that affected their financial and
emotional well-being. Participants
reported that they were losing
their jobs, being evicted from their
homes and being physically and
sexually abused.
Transgender people are also
losing their lives at the hands of
bigots. There have been more than
1,500 cases of reported killings of
transgender individuals worldwide
from Jan. 1, 2008, to March 31,
2014, according to Trans Respect
Versus Transphobia, an ongoing
research project in Europe that
aggregates transgender discrimination information. Victims have
been beaten and stabbed, shot, dismembered and tortured to death.
In the first seven weeks of 2015,
seven transgender women were
murdered in the U.S., according to
a Feb. 20 report by The Advocate,
an online LGBTQ publication. In
the midst of all the violence toward
transgender people, remarks like
Foxx’s only perpetuate the problem. Foxx may have meant for his
comment to be a harmless joke, but
that joke has the power to implant
the idea that it is acceptable to
disrespect transgender individuals,
whether it be through a snide comment or a gruesome murder.
Americans have come a long
way in accepting the LGBTQ
community and more specifically
the transgender community. Amid
centuries of oppression, LGBTQ
individuals are finally living in a
time in America where they can be
more open about their sexual and
gender identities.
However, when spotlight individuals make public insults toward
members of this community, it
is not just a reckless mistake for
the person who made the comment, but it is also a step back for
society as a whole, which should
be fighting for equality. Jabs at the
LGBTQ community are oftentimes
overlooked, but if someone used a
racial slur at an award show, Foxx
would likely be outraged at being
the punch line in a tasteless joke.
kdavis@chroniclemail.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘American support of Israel represents Western imperialism’
I AM WRITING with regard to Abby
Seitz’s March 30 opinion piece
“Israeli elections demonstrate
democracy despite final outcome.”
I would like to address the faulty
logic and biases that impel the
reader to respect and celebrate
the supposedly strong democratic
process of Netanyahu’s reelection.
Moreover, I would like to make
clear the apparent difficulty of
maintaining straight-faced pro-Israel discourse.
Seitz seeks to combat the
international image of Netanyahu
as an “unreliable, aggressive
and conflict-hungry leader” in
elucidating the Israeli people’s
priorities. These priorities are
expressed in the June 2014
survey where 60 percent of
Israelis said they support the
establishment of a Palestinian
state despite their concern for
the survival of their own.
Seitz adds that the Israeli
support for Netanyahu does not,
in fact, correlate with the average
citizen’s position on a two-state
solution. This is some troubling
logic, as Netanyahu has made it
expressly clear that no Palestinian
state will be established under his
reign. Nonetheless, “the Israeli
people have voiced what their
priorities are,” Seitz concludes
with regard to Netanyahu’s
reelection. These priorities have
nothing to do with a two-state
solution; they are evidently
aligned with the total Palestinian

subordination embodied by their
elected leader.
Perhaps even more troubling
is the pro-Israel discourse on
terrorism and violence. Seitz
makes much of Palestinian
radicalism under the red herring
Hamas but has clearly decided
to exempt the state from acts
of terror. Netanyahu has been
identified as a war criminal and
is the subject of an International
Code Council inquiry; his rejection
of such charges—and that
echoed by his U.S. supporters—is
based solely upon Palestine’s
negligibility as a state. This
is a perversion of that justice
system, as Israel’s occupation of
Palestinian territories is illegal to
begin with.
In light of this reality, it is
absurd to call for the American
people’s support of Israel. If it
is our strongest ally, it is only
because the U.S. represents a
great financial interest for the
state of Israel. America covers
approximately one-quarter of
Israel’s defense budget, subsidized
by U.S. taxpayers. While the U.S.
previously provided significant
economic assistance to the state,
almost all of its current support
is military-related. This is to
say the American people have
essentially bankrolled the Israeli
conquest for the domination of
Palestine. Of course Israel shares
those ostensible U.S. values of
democracy, freedom of speech,

diversity and minority rights
noted by Seitz. However, it is
preposterous to believe that these
values are in practice in Israel’s
actions against Palestine any more
than they are here in the U.S.
American support of Israel
represents Western imperialism.
It is useful to recall the Algerian
War—a war of decolonization
characterized by terrorism and
counter-terrorism on both sides,
in which such bias is less likely to
cloud moral judgment. Perhaps the
American Revolutionary War—
out of which those noted values
were born—serves as an example
to clarify the nuances of proIsrael discourse: freedom fighters
vs. terrorists, independence
vs. domination, democracy vs.
liberation. The list of potential
frames for media exploitation goes
on. The greatest moral stance that
the American people can take is to
express disgust for Israel’s statesponsored conquest of domination
against Palestine as an extension
of Western imperialism. Contrary
to Seitz’s view, respecting the
“strong democratic process” of
continuing Netanyahu’s campaign
of terror necessitates a skewed
perspective on meaningful values
as such, as well as a deplorable
moral failure.
Kevin Pementel
Senior Cinema Arts & Science
Major

FYS needs Chicago connection

I WOULD LIKE to provide a bit of

clarification about the reference to
negative course evaluations in the
March 16 article in The Chronicle about the elimination of the
current structure for the First-Year
Seminar [program].
I want to be clear that while
a considerable percentage of
students have consistently stated
in course evaluations that they
do not perceive value in taking
the FYS course, [students]
have simultaneously indicated
that their FYS instructors are
excellent. This disparity, often
framed in student comments
on course evaluations as “great
teacher but pointless course,”
reflects flaws in how the FYS
course has been historically
supported, situated and valued by

the college. It should not and does
not at all reflect negatively on the
dedicated, creative and engaged
faculty who have taught and
are currently teaching the FirstYear Seminar.
Our restructuring move to place
the first-semester required course
in [a] much deeper connection
to departments and programs is
the first in a series of thoughtful
changes in response to student
calls for a first-year experience that
resonates more deeply with stated
learning goals and outcomes.
We believe we need a course
that deeply connects students to
the city of Chicago that is more
firmly rooted in the Columbia
College Chicago departments—
rather than being separate from
the departments as it historically

has been—that exposes students
to issues of diversity and
encountering and understanding
the “other,” that orients students to
life at Columbia College Chicago.
Next fall, new students will
still be required to take a firstyear course. We are working with
several faculty members to develop
experimental sections of such a
course so we can examine different
approaches and assess what works
best. In the fall, we will form a
committee of faculty and students
to develop a proposal for a new and
very much improved first-semester
required course.
Suzanne Blum Malley
Interim Dean
School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Garcia the right choice for mayor
IT’S NO SECRET that there’s a wor-

risome and widening income gap
in the U.S., nor that the country is
more and more ruled by the super
rich and their economic agendas.
The highly touted U.S. middle
class is fading away, and ordinary
citizens are fearful and angry.
I think this situation fuels the
enthusiasm for “Chuy” Garcia’s
mayoral campaign and explains
Bill de Blasio’s recent election as
mayor of New York City. People

want local governments to be
responsive to the needs of all city
residents; they want inequality
reduced, not increased.
Such independence does not
go unpunished. Witness the
campaign to portray Garcia as
lacking in ability to manage city
finances instead of recognizing
his as a prudent, measured
approach: gathering data,
weighing options and carefully
considering the results of policy

decisions down the road.
The millions given to Rahm for
his reelection campaign signal
that the moneyed interests find
him amenable to business as
usual. Garcia and his movement
would change priorities and open
up Chicago’s city government.
That’s a change I’d like to see!
Sheila Brady
Licensure Officer
Education Department
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SUBMIT YOUR 2015–2016
FAFSA AT WWW.FAFSA.GOV
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THE IRS DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL
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UPDATE YOUR FAFSA ONLINE WITH
THE IRS DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL
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When: 30 days after filing your taxes electronically
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•
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begin February 1st.

•

Update your FAFSA with your actual tax
figures using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool

•

Reduce the number of potential errors
on your FAFSA for a more accurate
2015–2016 Award Letter

•

Create an accurate financial plan for
2015–2016 in a timely manner

•

Avoid the need to submit tax documents if selected for verification
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Election nears, candidates fight for Latino vote
BILL RUTHHART
& JUAN PEREZ JR
TNS Newswire
RADIO HOST VICENTE Serrano spared
no emotion as he took to the stage at
the historic Logan Square Auditorium last month to fire up a Latino
unity rally where mayoral challenger Jesus “Chuy” Garcia was billed
as the main attraction.
“This is something very special
because we’re here for a change in
Chicago, but also in times when we
talk about how to unite the African
American community and the Latino community. It’s good that we’re
here to unite within ourselves,” Serrano told the crowd before shouting
for the city’s Mexican and Puerto
Rican residents to unite.
Garcia often talks of needing a
brown-black coalition of Hispanics
and African Americans to propel
him into the fifth-floor office at City
Hall. Garnering less attention has
been Garcia’s effort to unify Chicago’s diverse array of Latinos, a population that extends far beyond his
largely Mexican-American base in
Little Village and Pilsen.
Despite those efforts, Emanuel
continues to hold a sizable chunk of
Latino support ahead of the runoff

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mayoral candidates Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Cook County Commissioner Jesus “Chuy” Garcia square off March 31 on “Chicago Tonight” during the last televised debate.

election on April 7. That, in part, is a
reflection of ward organization support, endorsements by high-profile Hispanic political leaders and
Emanuel’s national stature.
Consider the results from the
Feb. 24 election: Garcia won all
but one of the city’s 13 majority-Hispanic wards but pulled only
50.6 percent of the vote there.

Emanuel collected 37.2 percent in
those wards.
A new Chicago Tribune poll
published March 31 showed similar numbers, with 52 percent of
Hispanic voters backing Garcia, 36
percent supporting Emanuel and 9
percent undecided.
Garcia supporters say the keys
to improving those numbers are

growing overall turnout among
Hispanics and combining the many
factions of Chicago’s Latino population, which covers a wide assortment of nationalities and neighborhoods. Driving more Latinos to the
polls would help minimize the vote
that Garcia’s supporters say is tied
to old ward politics and will go to
Emanuel no matter what.

“The enthusiasm is palpable, and
we’re going to get well over twothirds of the Latino vote,” predicted
Alderman Ricardo Munoz (22nd
Ward) who represents the Southwest Side ward where Garcia got
his political start. “At the end of the
day, Chuy is going to win that demographic easily. The question is
how big is that vote? How excited
are people? That’s what we’re really
drumming up.”
Emanuel’s backers point to the
mayor’s consistent support of at
least one-third of the city’s Latinos,
including his first run for mayor in
2011 when he won 36 percent of the
vote in majority-Hispanic wards.
“The Hispanic community is not
monolithic. It’s not like we’re just
going to go with a Hispanic because
they’re Hispanic,” said City Clerk
Susana Mendoza, who is backing
Emanuel. “For that one-third of the
population, what you’re seeing is
people who feel the mayor has done
an excellent job, and that number is
rock solid.”
Garcia, who tells the story of immigrating with his family to Chicago from Durango, Mexico, when
he was 5, has sought to capitalize

xx SEE ELECTION, PG. 43

Denied FOIA requests shed light on phone trackers
SARAH MARTINSON
Metro Reporter
CHICAGO RESIDENT AND political ac-

tivist Freddy Martinez filed a second lawsuit against the Chicago
Police Department in September
for not responding to his Freedom of Information Act requests
about how police are using cell
phone trackers.
Across the country, citizens have
growing concerns about the possibility of technology being used by
law enforcement to invade their
privacy. When pressed for more information about how law enforcement could be using potentially
invasive technology, city officials
have denied the requests of Martinez and other residents.
“Law enforcement has to follow
certain procedures, and those procedures are designed to allow the
government to intrude upon otherwise private spaces, but only for
compelling reasons,” said Hanni
Fakhoury, a senior staff attorney
for the Electronic Frontier Foundation. “That’s what the probable
cause standard is supposed to do.
It’s supposed to put a judge in between law enforcement and the

public and make sure there’s a really good reason for law enforcement
to be in your phone.”
Ten states currently require police officers to have a warrant to
use cell phone-tracking technology,
Fakhoury said. Other states have
lower standards and only require
law enforcement to have court
orders, he said. Search warrants
require officers to prove probable
cause for a search, whereas court
orders do not.
“Law enforcement should be
asking citizens for their permission
to use invasive technology first instead of asking for their forgiveness
later,” said Matthew Topic, government transparency attorney at Loevy & Loevy and Martinez’s attorney. “The CPD is asking residents
for trust they haven’t earned.”
After Martinez filed his first lawsuit against the CPD in June 2014,
it provided him with the information he was seeking about whether the CPD purchased StingRays,
Topic said.
StingRays are devices that act
like cell phone towers. When StingRays are used, all of the cellular
data from the nearest cellular tower
is transferred to them and police of-

ficers can monitor calls being made
in the area. The records showed the
CPD has purchased StingRays from
Harris Corporation.
However, Martinez’s second
lawsuit is seeking more information from CPD about how it uses
StingRays, which the city would
not provide him with when he filed

a FOIA request for it in September
2014, Topic said. Martinez’s first
lawsuit is settled except0 for some
final paperwork.
Before Martinez filed his lawsuit,
CPD said it could not provide him
information regarding its use of cell
phones for national security reasons, said Adam Schwartz, senior

staff counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois. The
technology local law enforcement
officers are using is the same equipment implemented in counterterrorist operations, he said. Schwartz
also said the Federal Bureau of In-

xx SEE CPD, PG. 43
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Many residents are concerned police officers will use StingRays, a device that monitors cell phone calls from nearby cellular towers, to stop political activists from protesting.
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Chicago’s safety remains up in
air as runoff election approaches
ACCORDING TO A March 31 Chicago
Tribune report, homicide rates in
Chicago are consistent with rates
over the past four years. However,
within the past three months, the
city recorded 78 homicides and 355
shootings, showing a 26 percent
increase from last year’s 62 homicides and 253 shootings.
These new numbers come at
a troubling time, as the runoff
election is set to take place this
week and may make Mayor Rahm
Emanuel look less favorable.
While mayoral candidates
Emanuel and Cook County Commissioner Jesus “Chuy” Garcia
have neglected to address ways to
strategically fix the rising crime
rates by focusing on the cause—
segregation and poverty—Garcia
has taken advantage of Emanuel’s
policing strategies, or lack thereof.
Garcia has launched campaigns
that pull at the heart strings of
Chicagoans who have been affected
by violence and he has promised to
hire 1,000 additional Chicago Police Department officers if he is to
take office. However, that strategy
did not seem to work well when
Emanuel did it in 2011.

According to ChicagoTogether.
org, Emanuel’s campaign website,
violent crimes were at an all-time
low in 2014 since 1965. But that
is not to disregard the fact that
homicides and shootings steadily
increased during Emanuel’s time
in office and capped at 504 in 2012.
Regardless, Emanuel has stuck
by his crime policies. His campaign
website even brags of his accomplishments and collaboration with
the CPD. Emanuel hired 1,000
police officers and revitalized
the Chicago Alternative Policing
Strategy meetings with the help of
CPD Chief Garry McCarthy shortly
after taking office in 2011. The CPD
also launched “Operation Impact,”
which strategically placed more
police officers in higher crime
areas across the city. Emanuel said
he will continue to implement new
policing techniques to enhance
public safety if he is reelected,
solely focusing on putting a stop to
violence by using more police.
However, the real answer is in
Garcia’s plans.
Garcia’s campaign website
states that destroyed communities
cannot be expected to become safer

on their own. Then the site lists
the ways Garcia plans to fill vacant
spaces that have become gang hubs
and places where violence occurs.
Garcia said he will restore the
sense of community and safety in
crime-stricken neighborhoods by
promoting more educational activities, encouraging clean, well-lit
streets, neighborhoods and parks
and supporting schools.
As media outlets predict that
Emanuel seems to have a considerable lead over Garcia prior to the
election, if Emanuel is to take office
for another four years, he needs
to take notes from Garcia when it
comes to creating a safer Chicago.
ncraig@chroniclemail.com

Courtesy DAVID YELLEN

GRETCHEN STERBA
Contributing Writer
DAVID YELLEN HAS interesting experiences in some compelling criminal
law cases, but few that compare to
his job as special master in charge
of investigating Chicago’s most notorious instance of police brutality.
Jon Burge, former Chicago Police
Department commander—who was
responsible for allegedly coercing
false confessions out of more than
200 criminal suspects between
1972 and 1991—was released early
from prison in October 2014 after
serving time for purgatory over his
role in a 20-year police torture ring.
Cook County Criminal Division
Judge Paul P. Biebel Jr. approached
Yellen, a professor and dean at
Loyola Law School, in March 2014
to identify the inmates Burge imprisoned. With the help of student
volunteers, Yellen pinpointed 20
inmates who were innocent victims
of Burge’s torture.
The Chronicle spoke to Yellen
about the Burge case, his criminal
law background and how he gets
students involved.

THE CHRONICLE: What is your
background in criminal law?
DAVID YELLEN: I practiced law be-

fore being a professor, and some of
that practice was in criminal law. I
also worked in [The] Criminal Justice Policy [Foundation] as a staff
attorney for the U.S. House of Representatives Judiciary Committee. As a professor over the years,
I wrote a lot about criminal justice
and worked on many sentences and
appeals in federal criminal cases.

How did you get involved with the Jon
Burge case?

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Archbishop Blase Cupich leads members of Holy Name Cathedral, 735 N. State St., in an evening Mass on April 2 to honor the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.
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I was drawn into it in the sense that
Judge Biebel, the presiding judge
of the Criminal Court, asked me to
play this role as special master. The
lawyers whose names you probably
have seen in connection with the
case filed a lawsuit seeking a point
of counsel and new post conviction
review for inmates who are still in
prison from the ‘90s who were allegedly tortured by Jon Burge or
anyone working for him. When they
filed that lawsuit, they were seeking a class action, but Judge Biebel

ruled that the case didn’t meet the
criteria for a class action. He still
wanted to get all these cases looked
at one time, and that’s when he
came to me to see if I would volunteer as a special master to oversee
looking for inmates who meet the
criteria to receive the appointment
of [the] council.

How did you proceed with the case?
The people’s law office had a list of
about 30 inmates who they believed
might meet the criteria. We started
with that list, and then I also talked
to the folks at the Illinois Inquiry
and Relief Commission and they
gave me some names of people who
might qualify. I had notices posted in all of the state prisons about
my assignment from Judge Biebel,
leading out what we were looking for and asking inmates if they
had questions or if they thought
they might qualify. From that, I got
around 500 letters. With all of these
people that came to our attention,
I had a group of about six or seven
students with me at Loyola, and together we sorted through the letters
and other information we could
gather to try and figure out which
cases were plausible enough, then
get the court files pulled and review
the court files.

What surprised you about the case?
This is a long, almost grinding process of whittling down potential
claims. Many of the inmates I heard
from did not meet the criteria either because they never alleged
they were tortured into confessing,
but instead had other complaints
about their convictions. The allegations of their torture they were
making were from other officers or
after Commander Burge was fired.
It’s been a great frustration of how
much we don’t know about how
extensive beyond Jon Burge any of
these practices were. My assignment doesn’t extend to anything
that happened after he was off the
force. I have no idea how many other inmates have legitimate claims
but aren’t being represented by
lawyers. We don’t generally provide
lawyers for people after their conviction and their direct appeal.
chronicle@colum.edu
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Palcohol may be available for sale in Chicago this summer
BIANCA MARTINEZ
Metro Reporter
WHILE POWDERED ALCOHOL could

conceivably be sold in Chicago
this summer, legislators, mirroring the concerns of health professionals, are working to keep this
from happening. The state legislature is considering a bill that would
make its use a crime.
Palcohol—powdered alcohol—
was created by Mark Phillips,
founder of WineTasting.org and
owner of the company Lipsmark,
which owns Palcohol.
Palcohol was invented for convenience in medicine, travel, hospitality, manufacturing and for
commercial and individual use,
according to the Palcohol website.
Phillips originally came up with
the idea to create Palcohol when
he would go on camping trips and
wanted to enjoy an alcoholic beverage but did not want to lug around
bottles of alcohol.
William Aitchison, director of
clinical operations at the Chicago
Treatment & Counseling Center,
a center that treats people with alcohol and drug addiction, said people could possibly overdose on the
product by adding Palcohol to an
already alcoholic drink or exceeding the recommended serving size
of one individual packet.
“People would put in a greater
amount than what they are supposed to be mixing, adding up

to four times the safe amount,”
Aitchison said.
Alderman Edward Burke (14th
Ward) is seeking to ban the sale of
powdered alcohol in Chicago with
an ordinance he proposed May 18.
The Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
accidently approved Palcohol’s label in
March, said Tom Hogue, spokesman
for the U.S. Alcohol and Tobacco Tax
and Trade Bureau.
“What has changed now is that
we have labels in front of us that are
approved,” Hogue said.
The TTB has authority over the
packaging and labeling of the product, according to Hogue. Any time
the TTB questions a product’s ingredients, how the ingredients are
going to be used and the combination of those ingredients with alcohol would determine whether or
not Palcohol is a safety and health
concern or if it is suitable for human consumption. The TTB turns
to the FDA for guidance on these
product questions. He said the TTB
relies on the FDA in regards to determining health concerns products may pose, a process that takes
place before label approval.
“If the FDA does not come back
to us with a determination that
this combination of ingredients in
this product will represent a threat,
then we are strictly restricted to
looking at the labeling of the packaging and making sure the label
on the product meets the requirements we administer,” Hogue said.

STOCK PHOTO
Alderman Edward Burke (14th Ward) is seeking to ban the sale of Palcohol, powdered alcohol, in Chicago this summer with an ordinance he proposed May 18.

From a federal standpoint, Palcohol could potentially enter the
marketplace, according to Hogue.
However, the product has to comply
with the laws of each state where it
will be distributed. There are many
factors a state must consider before
the product can be sold, Hogue said.
“Some state issues would be
whether or not the state will distribute it themselves or will they
have to run through a wholesaler,
questions of access and where can
it be sold such as a grocery store or

liquor store,” Hogue said.
Palcohol has already been
banned in Alaska, Delaware, Louisiana, South Carolina and Vermont.
“The risks so clearly outweigh
the benefits,” said Paul Getzendanner, program director for the
Gateway Foundation, an alcohol
and drug treatment center in Chicago. “The creator of Palcohol
says that you can take it camping
because it is lighter, which is a
limited need and catered to a very
specific audience.”

Getzendanner said the sale and
invention of Palcohol is another
way for distributors to profit off of
an idea and that the product is targeted to underage drinkers.
“It will be marketed and sold over
the Internet,” Getzendanner said. “I
can get prescription drugs sold and
delivered to my home without seeing a
doctor to show proof of age or medical
necessity. The same would hold true
for powdered alcohol.”
bmartinez@chroniclemail.com
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Catholics march in annual Holy Week celebration

Photos by Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
LOU FOGLIA
Senior Photo Editor
HUNDREDS TOOK TO the streets April 3, heading west on 18th Street behind a cross-carrying Chicagoan wearing a crown of thorns.

40 • April 6, 2015

In his bloodstained robe, Isaac Barrera, 37,
portrayed Jesus Christ in the Pilsen Neighborhood Via Crucis, an annual crucifixion
reenactment organized by the city’s Catholic
community to commemorate the death of Je-

sus Christ during Holy Week.
The celebration began in the early morning on Good Friday at Province of God Parish,
717 W. 18th St. The holy parade lasted morethan three hours, stopping at nearby Harri-

son Park and then concluding at St. Adalbert
Parish, 1650 W. 17th St., where Blase Cupich,
archbishop of Chicago, led the closing prayer.
lfoglia@chroniclemail.com
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Bee & Tea opens second location in Lincoln Park neighborhood

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE

Padraic Swanton, director of
marketing and communications at
the Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce, said the new shop will greatly
benefit the local community.
“We have a really strong reputation for having great restaurants—
both in sort of white tablecloth
gourmet-style and fast, casual outposts—across the neighborhood,”
Swanton said. “Having another
diverse restaurant style open up in
our community will only help enhance that good reputation.”
The new location could bring
jobs to Lincoln Park residents and
students, as well as attract more
customers to the neighborhood.

“Marketing to the college audience is a no-brainer as students are always looking forward
to trying the next hot thing,”
Swanton said.
Calara said the Fullerton location is the first in a series of combined franchises that are going to
be opened nationwide.
“By the end of 2015 we will probably have 15 more locations opened
up across the country and I would
expect to have another agreement
signed for about 10-20 locations
that would be built for next year,”
Calara said.
bmartinez@chroniclemail.com

Bee & Tea opened its second location at 818 W. Fullerton Ave. on April 3. The new location serves asian food like baos, sandwiches, frozen yogurt and salads.

BIANCA MARTINEZ
Metro Reporter
BEE & TEA, a cafe serving bubble
tea—a drink with either tapioca
pearls or fruit-flavored jellies—and
distinctive Asian foods, opened its
second location at 818 W. Fullerton
Ave. in Lincoln Park on April 3.
Bee & Tea is owned by Forever
Brands, a Chicago-based company
that evolved from the frozen yogurt
shop Forever Yogurt, according to
Mandy Calara, founder and CEO of
Forever Brands. The brand is composed of franchises Forever Yogurt,
Bee & Tea and Falafill, a cafe that
serves Mediterranean-style bowls,
wraps and pita pockets.
The second Bee & Tea location is
a co-branded store, which means it

is half Forever Yogurt and half Bee
& Tea, according to Calara.
“We’re hoping this doubles our
sales,” Calara said. “If we are able
to come up with something that’s
relatively inexpensive to get a conversion package together for frozen
yogurt shop owners, then we have
an idea that is very successful that
can be easily expanded across the
country to help boost the sales of
some yogurt shops that need an increase or are failing.”
Calara said some of Forever
Yogurt’s decrease in yogurt sales
throughout the last couple of years
is likely due to extremely cold temperatures during winter months.
Competition with other chains and
dilution from the expansion of the
company’s locations could also be

contributed to the decline in sales,
Calara said.
The new Bee & Tea location has
revamped its menu with more items
than its original Wicker Park location.
“We are going to have a six bubble tea menu at our new location
while still offering a build-yourown menu, but as more of a secret
menu,” said Miranda Wilson, marketing director and customer consultant at Forever Brands.
Some new additions to Bee &
Tea’s menu include sandwiches, wings and salad, Wilson said.
The new location will also feature closed baos,
—a filled bun,—
as opposed to open-faced baos,
and 10 Forever Yogurt-powered machines with self-serve
frozen yogurt.

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE
Bee & Tea, which started in Wicker Park, opened its second location in Lincoln Park with an upgraded menu.
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Chicago’s first cat cafe to come, not without obstacles
SARAH MARTINSON
Metro Reporter
LEAVE YOUR KITTENS at home—the

very first Chicago cat cafe is being built in Rogers Park at 7225 N.
Western Ave., where customers can
enjoy a latte with Tree House Humane Society’s friendly felines.
Chicago’s cat cafe is part of the
Tree House Humane Society’s
new facility, which is being built to
house its cats. The new facility and
cat cafe is expected to open to the
public by early 2016, said David de
Funiak, executive director for Tree
House Humane Society.
The animal shelter’s new center will be a major upgrade from
its current location, which is a
two-story house with a basement
located at 1212 W. Carmen Ave.
The new facility, including the cat
cafe, will be 15,000 square-feet and
cost an estimated $7 million. Tree
House Humane Society has already
raised $5 million from individual,
private donors.
However, de Funiak is concerned
that he will not be able to obtain the
necessary permits from the city to
build the cafe. He said he received
the permits to build Tree House
Humane Society’s new facility, but
building a cafe requires a different
set of permits from the Chicago Department of Public Health.
“The language of Chicago’s
health codes are very tricky to decipher,” de Funiak said.

Courtesy TREE HOUSE HUMANE SOCIETY
Preliminary rendering of Tree House Humane Society’s new 15,000-square-foot facility at 7225 N. Western Ave. in Rogers Park that will include Chicago’s first cat cafe.

Depending on how Chicago
health codes are interpreted, de Funiak said the Tree House Humane
Society might not be able to build
its cafe. He said his developers are
knowledgeable about Chicago’s
health codes and are working to design a facility that follows the codes
to run a cafe.
Cat Town Café in Oakland, California, was the first cat cafe to
open in the U.S. The cafe was inspired by one of the many cat cafes,
said Adam Myatt, a Cat Town Café
co-founder. Myatt wanted to create a place similar to those he saw

while visiting Japan, which led him
and co-founder Ann Dunn to open
the cafe in 2011.
In Japan, many residents have
to follow strict housing regulations
that prevent them from owning
pets, which is why cat cafes are
popular and abundant, Myatt said.
The cafes give these people the experience of living with a cat that
they cannot have at home.
Myatt said opening his own cat
cafe was one of the most terrifying
and thrilling experiences of his life.
“There are a ton of people out
there who want to [open a cat cafe],

but not everyone can,” Myatt said.
“It’s not easy work.”
Myatt said he did not have trouble obtaining the permits and licenses needed to build Cat Town
Café in Oakland. However, he said
that has not been the case for people in other regions of the U.S. who
are trying to open cat cafes.
After Cat Town Café opened,
cat cafes have started popping up
across the U.S. in Portland, San Diego, Denver, New York City and Los
Angeles, Myatt said. There is a lot
of enthusiasm about building more
cat cafes now, but Myatt said he

thinks fewer people will follow suit
when they realize how much work
is involved in the process.
“I don’t think cat cafes can happen everywhere,” Myatt said. “I
think they can only happen in metropolitan areas where there are a
lot of people to support them.”
Marilyn Krieger, a cat behavioral
consultant, said cat cafes are a great
environment for cats if they are set
up properly. Cat cafes need to have
places for cats to hide and get away
from people so they can have their
freedom, too, Krieger said.
“I think [cat cafes] are a great way
of getting cats adopted, but they
have to be done correctly” Krieger
said. “The more time people spend
in the cafes, the more likely they are
to adopt a cat.”
The Tree House Humane Society
wants to limit how many cats they
admit to their new facility so more
cats can be adopted, de Funiak said.
His staff has realized that constantly keeping their shelter at full
occupancy was not healthy for the
cats because they would become
stressed and get sick, he said.
When the humane society
housed fewer than 200 cats, they
were healthier and more cats were
adopted, de Funiak said.
The Tree House Humane Society
will have a groundbreaking ceremony open to the public for its new
facility in May, de Funiak said.
smartinson@chroniclemail.com
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on the excitement that surrounds
the possibility of becoming Chicago’s first Latino mayor. But he is
also been blunt about criticizing
Emanuel for failing to keep Hispanic neighborhoods safe, create
more jobs for Latinos and advocate
for comprehensive immigration
reform during his two stints at the
White House.
Arturo Garza, managing broker
of a Pilsen real estate company, also
argues that Emanuel has neglected
Latino neighborhoods.
“We all have a great nationalismo
in our blood,” Garza said of voters
who might support Garcia solely
because of his ethnicity. “But I still
think Rahm Emanuel has ignored
us. The only thing we can lash back
with is our vote. Our vote means
something, and that’s how these
people will make a difference.”
In the February election, Emanuel won 37 of the city’s 50 wards.
Twelve of the 13 he didn’t win were
majority-Latino, but the mayor got
enough of the vote to prevent Garcia from running up overwhelming
numbers. Emanuel handily won the
13th Ward, home to Illinois House
Speaker Michael Madigan.
Madigan and Alderman Edward
Burke (14th Ward), the influential
chairman of the City Council Finance Committee, have deployed
foot soldiers to aid Emanuel’s campaign. The federal courts released
the city from oversight aimed at
preventing the doling out of city

jobs to the politically connected.
One veteran politician said the
practice, albeit one with a smaller
footprint, still leaves its mark on
the Latino vote.
“Patronage is not dead. There are
still city workers who are tied to
ward organizations who feel their
future advancement possibilities
are tied to how loyal they are and
how well they perform,” said former City Clerk Miguel del Valle,
a Garcia supporter who finished
third in the 2011 mayoral race. “It’s
about marching orders and that
comes from the alderman.”
Mendoza pointed out former
mayor Richard M. Daley’s strong
support from the Hispanic community, and he said he thinks Emanuel
has a high support level from the
community as well.
Daley benefited from the Hispanic Democratic Organization, once
a powerful and feared patronage
army of the city, with a huge roster
of campaign workers promised City
Hall jobs and promotions.
The organization came under
scrutiny during a federal investigation into rigged hiring that led to
the conviction of some tied to the
group. Munoz noted the group’s instrumental role in knocking Garcia
out of his state Senate seat in 1998,
and he said although the organization is gone, its influence remains.
“There is still a segment of Latinos, who are basically movable by
the precinct captain, and that goes
back to HDO,” Munoz said. “An alderman like Solis says, ‘Hey, vote
for Emanuel,’ and they said, ‘OK.’”

That is what happened with Alex
Ruiz. The 29-year-old from Pilsen
said he voted for Emanuel in February because Solis supports the
mayor and Ruiz felt inevitability
Emanuel would win.
James Perez said he believes too
many Latinos are voting for Garcia
on ethnicity alone. The 41-year-old
Southwest Side resident is backing
Emanuel because he wants “somebody with a little power in the captain’s chair” who can bring federal
money to Chicago.
Vote totals in the city’s Latino
wards long have lagged behind the
rest of the city, partly because some
residents do not have citizenship
status and cannot vote, del Valle
said. In February, the city’s 13 majority-Latino wards accounted for
18 percent of the vote, including the
six wards with the lowest turnout.
Early voting numbers in the runoff
reflect a similar trend.
Jose Zizumbo is hoping for a big
turnout for Garcia, and that’s why
he attended a get-out-the-vote rally
last weekend at Piotrowski Park in
Little Village. He watched as Garcia posed for photos with supporters as an emcee led chants of “Si
se puede,” which translates to “Yes
we can,” and endearingly referred
to the candidate as “El Bigotón,”
which translates to “The Mustachioed One.”
“Lots of neighborhoods like this
one, under this mayor, don’t get
what they need like other communities do,” Zizumbo said.
chronicle@colum.edu
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vestigation does not want the information leaked to terrorists, which
in turn may aid them in developing
countermeasures of attack.
Topic said allegations regarding
national security risks are overblown. He and Martinez do not
want to know what specific cases
CPD is using StingRays for. They
want to know whether CPD is using
cell phone trackers to catch gang
members or stop protestors from
speaking out against city officials,
he said. It is a First Amendment
issue if CPD is using StingRays to
stop political protests, Topic said.
CPD monitoring activists will make
them fearful of speaking out against
city officials, he said.
“If citizens don’t know that the
CPD is using StingRays, a conver-

sation cannot be had about how
they should be used and what the
standard is for using them,” he said.
Law enforcement officers can
track cell phone information in
different ways. Law enforcement
officers can go straight to cell phone
companies and obtain records with
or without a warrant, or officers can
use cell phone tower stimulators to
gather information directly from
cell phones as they are being used,
Topic said.
“What all these new technologies
have in common is they allow the
government to track where every
single person is all the time, whether they are at a bar or church,”
Schwartz said. “Once you know
where people are, you know who
they are.”
smartinson@chroniclemail.com

STOCK PHOTO
Law enforcement officials cited national security risks as the reason for withholding whether officers are using StingRays.
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